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By Lenny Moon 
 
   Lƴ мфту !ŦŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǎǿŜǇǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ /Ǌƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ 
once looked like an impossible task was becoming routine. 
The year before Seattle Slew accomplished the same feat 
and only four years earlier Secretariat ended the longest 
drought between Triple Crown winners. 
   Three times in six years the most difficult challenge in 
sports had been conquered. 
   As the decade came to an end it looked like a lock that 
the Triple Crown would be won for a fourth time as 
Spectacular Bid swept the Kentucky Derby and Preakness 
and headed to Belmont as an odds on favorite. 
He would become the first of thirteen horses to fall short 
in a bid for racing immortality after Affirmed last earned 
that honor. 
   On June 6th American Pharoah will enter the starting 
gate of the Belmont Stakes as an odds on favorite to end 
the now longest drought between Triple Crown winners. 
Can he win it? 
   He surely has the talent to do so but so did most of the 
ōŀƪŜǊΩǎ ŘƻȊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘƛƳΦ 
   [ŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ 13 ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ 
why winning the Triple Crown is truly the hardest thing to 
do in American sports. 
 
1979 Spectacular Bid 
   Spectacular Bid is without question the best horse to win 
the first two legs of the Triple Crown then lose the 
Belmont. 
   On the morning of the Belmont Spectacular Bid was 
found to have a safety pin lodged in his foot.  He was 
cleared to race and even at less than 100% should have 
won the race.  His chance at immortality ended before the 
race was halfway over as his jockey, Ronnie Franklin, sent 
him to duel with 85/1 longshot Gallant Best.  In the final 
quarter-mile Spectacular Bid was spent and Coastal ran by 
him to win easily. 
   Whether it was the bad ride, the safety pin incident or a 
combination of the two that got him beat we will never 
really know. 

1981 Pleasant Colony 
   Two years after Spectacular Bid came up short Pleasant Colony 
entered the Belmont as the odds on favorite to become the 12th 
Triple Crown winner.  There was no safety pin or bad ride or any 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣ tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ /ƻƭƻƴȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ 
 
1987 Alysheba 
   It would be six years until another horse completed the 
Derby/Preakness double and had a shot at the Triple Crown. 
Alysheba was odds on to win the Belmont like the two 
aforementioned horses but just as they did he came up empty. 
!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊΣ WŀŎƪ ±ŀƴ .ŜǊƎΣ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 
for his defeat many believe that the lack of Lasix cost Alysheba 
the Belmont.  Prior to the Belmont Alysheba was three for four 
with Lasix and one for nine without it. 
   It seems like the only plausible explanation for his subpar effort 
was the lack of the anti-bleeding medication. 
 
1989 Sunday Silence 
   ¢ƘŜ мфуф tǊŜŀƪƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΩǎ 
long history.  Only a nose separated Sunday Silence and Easy 
Goer.  Sunday Silence won the bob and earned the chance at a 
Triple Crown in New York. 
   The Belmont, unlike the first two legs of the Triple Crown, 
produced a lopsided victory but it was Easy Goer winning by 8 
not Sunday Silence.  There were no excuses for Sunday Silence 
who was soundly beaten by his arch rival, who was a Belmont 
horse for the course. 
 
1997 Silver Charm 
   {ƛƭǾŜǊ /ƘŀǊƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊ .ƻō .ŀŦŦŜǊǘΩǎΣ ǿƘƻ trains 
American Pharoah, first attempt at a Triple Crown.  In the 
Belmont he faced rival Free House as well as hard luck Preakness 
fourth place finisher Touch Gold.  It would be the latter who 
would spoil the party and get redemption for his unlucky trip in 
the Preakness. 
   Looking back Silver Charm may not have been in the position 
he was had Touch Gold not stumbled badly at the start of the 
Preakness.  He spotted the field several lengths at the start and if 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ōŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ on the rail in the 
stretch and lost all chance. 
 
1998 Real Quiet 
   For the second consecutive year Bob Baffert brought a 
Derby/Preakness winner to Belmont.  wŜŀƭ vǳƛŜǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƻǇ 
horse heading into the 1998 Triple Crown, that honor went to 
Indian Charlie, but heading into the Belmont none of that 
mattered. 
   Real Quiet looked home free in the Belmont as he opened what 

(continued on next page) 
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appeared to be an insurmountable lead in the stretch but 
the premature move made by jockey Kent Desormeaux 
was just enough to get him beat. 
   His nose loss is the narrowest margin of defeat of any 
Triple Crown hopeful and in an ironic twist it was jockey 
Gary Stevens who dealt it.  Stevens had lost the Triple 
Crown the previous year aboard Silver Charm. 
 
1999 Charismatic 
   For the third straight year the Triple Crown was on the 
line as the once claimer, Charismatic came to Belmont for 
Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas. 
   Lukas, who has always been known for taking shots in big 
races with horses that seem overmatched, was on the 
precipice of training immortality with a horse he had 
offered up in a $62,500 claiming race earlier in the year. 
Without question had Charismatic been in any other barn 
ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǇƭŜ /Ǌƻǿƴ 
but there he stood only 12 furlongs from glory. 
   Unfortunately this fairy tale did not have a happy ending. 
Charismatic suffered an injury late in the race while 
finishing third and was pulled up shortly after the wire. 
Jockey Chris Antley saved his life by quickly dismounting 
and holding the injured leg off the ground until medical 
personnel arrived. 
 

 
 
2002 War Emblem 
   ²ŀǊ 9ƳōƭŜƳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ .ƻō .ŀŦŦŜǊǘΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ ŀ 
Triple Crown although one could easily argue he had very 
little to do with it.  War Emblem was privately purchased 
after his dominating win in the Illinois Derby and 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ .ƻō .ŀŦŦŜǊǘΩǎ ōŀǊƴΦ 
   After front-running wins in the first two legs of the Triple 
Crown, War Emblem lost all chance in the first few yards of 
the Belmont.  He was a need-the-lead speed horse but he 
stumbled badly at the start.  He managed to get within a 
head of the leader with half a mile to go but faded in the 
stretch. 
 
2003 Funny Cide 
   Bobby Frankel was all the talk leading into the 2003 
Triple Crown with the regally-bred Empire Maker and the 
gritty Peace Rules as a one-two punch.  The former looked 
like the best chance of a Triple Crown since Spectacular 
Bid. 
   Unfortunately he would have something else in common 

with the Bid as he suffered a minor injury leading up to the 
Kentucky Derby.  The training he missed cost him just 
enough as he was outfinished by Funny Cide. 
   Funny Cide would follow his Derby win with a romp in 
Baltimore.  The New York-bred headed home but waiting 
for him was Empire Maker.  Maybe it was the sloppy track 
or maybe it was just Empire Maker was back to his best, in 
either case Funny Cide was no match in the Belmont 
finishing a well-beaten third. 
 
2004 Smarty Jones 
   From Philadelphia Park to the biggest stage in American 
racing; no one could have predicted a Pennsylvania-bred 
would win the first two legs of the Triple Crown but Smarty 
did. 
   Heading into the Belmont he looked like a mortal lock on 
paper.  In all honesty he should have won the Belmont and 
he would have had he not been tag teamed for most of the 
race.  First Purge went to the lead then stopped after the 
first half mile.  At that point Rock Hard Ten and Eddington 
tagged in and pestered Smarty for the next half mile. 
   Just like Real Quiet he opened up entering the stretch, 
but he too tired late, and the New York-based Birdstone 
ran him down and won by one length. 
 
2008 Big Brown 
   He won from post position 20 in the Kentucky Derby 
then destroyed the field in the Preakness.  Big Brown 
looked like more of a mortal lock than Smarty Jones had 
four years earlier.  While I took a shot against Smarty I 
ǿƛǎŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩt go against Big Brown.  He just looked 
too good and the competition was weak. 
   Big Brown, unlike any of the previous failed attempts, 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ  He was sitting perfectly just 
behind the leaders for the first mile then jockey Kent 
Desormeaux pulled him up as the field entered the stretch. 
After the race the veterinarians could find nothing wrong 
with him. 
   To this day no one knows why Desormeaux pulled him 
up. 
 
нлмн LΩƭƭ IŀǾŜ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
   LΩƭƭ IŀǾŜ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ǳǇǇŜŘ .ƛƎ .Ǌƻǿƴ ƛƴ нлмнΦ  He too 
won the Derby and Preakness, ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ 
.ŜƭƳƻƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊǳƴΦ 
   He was scratched the day before the race with a leg 
injury and the hopes for the first Triple Crown winner since 
1978 would have to wait another year. 
 
2014 California Chrome 
   Last year California Chrome went from Cal-bred stakes 
winner to Kentucky Derby favorite.  It was an improbable 
rise to the top but he validated his reputation by winning 
the Kentucky Derby and Preakness with ease.  He looked 
like Smarty Jones all over again. 

(continued on next page) 

https://youtu.be/kJ0Q4F1VV0M
http://www.derbywars.com/
https://youtu.be/IjN_PwFmHVs
https://youtu.be/e2JfzR-dTtk
https://youtu.be/4gAeTic_9Bo
https://youtu.be/YQ-ouXVyziQ
https://youtu.be/7ECxoDSydOY
https://youtu.be/IGaNCWZLyWc
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 Unlike Smarty, however he had no excuse in the Belmont.  
IŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ 
 
2015 American Pharoah 
   On paper American Pharoah towers over the 
competition just like Big Brown, Smarty Jones and 
Spectacular Bid.  Can he win the Belmont and end the 
Triple Crown drought?  ̧ Ŝǎ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ōǳǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜǘ ƻƴ ƛǘΦ 
 

 
American Pharoah - photo by Penelope P. Miller, !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 

Best Racing 
 
   History has shown that there are so many things that can 
go wrong in the Belmont.  First, he has to get to the 
starting gate and without incident in the days leading up to 
the race.  Next, he must break well because even though 
ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
dirt in his face.  He must avoid an early speed duel but at 
the same time not allow a long shot to steal the race.  His 
jockey must have the patience to wait until just the right 
moment to make his move in the late stages of the race.  
Finally he must have the stamina to finish strongly in the 
final quarter of a mile, which has been the downfall of so 
many. 
   History says American Pharoah is not likely to win the 
.ŜƭƳƻƴǘ ǎƻ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƴȅ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΥ  Bet with your head and not 
with your heart. 
   You can certainly root for him to win but from a betting 
perspective, and that is why we are all here, you must bet 
against him.  He will be odds on, maybe as low as 1/5 but 
his true odds of winning are much higher than that. 
   This is the ultimate betting opportunity, an overbet 
favorite with a lot of money in the wagering pools. 
Beat him and you will be stuffing your pockets with cash 
and hey, if he does pull it out you can walk away saying 
you witnessed history. 
   That looks like a win-win situation to me. 
 
   About the author - Lenny Moon is the founder of 
Equinometry.com, a site dedicated to educating 
horseplayers of all levels about handicapping, betting and 
handicapping contest strategy and about issues within the 
horse racing industry that directly affect horseplayers such 
as takeout rates and lack of transparency by industry 
organizations.  Lenny has been a serious horseplayer for 
the past 15 years and a serious handicapping contest 
player for the past five years. 

 
 

¶ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ mandatory payout (at press time) Saturday 
for the Pimlico Rainbow Six. With $244,000 in the 
pool (the bulk of it bet on Preakness Day) it represents 
the usual value added for horseplayers. Pimlico for 
years was a track bent on that raised takeouts (in their 
ǇƛŎƪ пΩǎύ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻǾŜǊƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǇƭŀȅŜǊ ǊŀŘŀǊΦ 
This season, the addition of the 12% pick 5, and a 
carryover pool like the rainbow six, has horseplayers 
giving them a look.  
 

¶ On Twitter this week, this quote from NYRA CEO Chris 
Kay resulted in a meme: "I can't bet as a part of my 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΣ ōǳǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅϦΦ ²Ŝ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ 
reader of the Horseplayer Monthly.  

 

¶ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ why Woodbine 
Racetrack in Toronto would create a new pick 5 and 
charge 25% takeout instead of the defacto industry 
standard 15%. The only thing we can come up with is 
that their Pick 4 takeout is 25% and they wanted 
continuity. I guess we should be happy their pick 4 
takeout is not 50%.  

 

¶ There were over 11,000 signatures (a lot of them 
yours) for the NTRA-led IRS tax proposal petition. This 
is good work. Their goal was 10,000.  

 

¶ Tweet of the week from HANA Member Jerod Dinkin: 
ά/ƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ ƧƻŎƪǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜǇƭŀȅŜǊϥǎ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ 
mechanism for making losing bets. Often, we're just 
Ǉƭŀƛƴ ǿǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ƻƪŀȅΦέ 

 

¶ Andy Beyer, in a video published on YouTube, let his 
thoughts be known about Jackpot bets (hat tip to 
TimeformUS on twitter) Gulfstream President Ritvo 
"But people love the rainbow six!" Beyer: "Some 
people love crack cocaine, too!" 

 

¶ There are some tracks running that have decent field 
size and good lower takeout bets for the casual player 
(i.e. those who do not get rebates!). The full list of 
tracks, with takeout, field size and other notes is 
right here.  

  

¶ Did you know you can sign up for HANA, HANA 
Harness, or to the Horseplayer Monthly all for free 
right here? 
 

¶ To everyone for reading, and to those who contribute 
to these pages each month: Thank you all and good 
luck at the windows.  

 

https://twitter.com/HeadRacingTwit
http://www.followhorseracing.com/
http://www.followhorseracing.com/
http://www.equinometry.com/about/
http://www.drf.com/news/rainbow-6-gaining-steam-mandatory-payout-looming
http://www.drf.com/news/rainbow-6-gaining-steam-mandatory-payout-looming
http://www.horseplayersassociation.org/2015Sortable.html
http://www.horseplayersassociation.org/2015Sortable.html
http://www.horseplayersassociation.org/2015Sortable.html
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001G9ha2onFF_onHEAWs0BPI3rbUscO2vTQLte8286a_B248E9PFOROldjYSK_7fZPRa5fqNfaMTH_-R8YjBcDahyPYXnsoxi-Q
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001G9ha2onFF_onHEAWs0BPI3rbUscO2vTQLte8286a_B248E9PFOROldjYSK_7fZPRa5fqNfaMTH_-R8YjBcDahyPYXnsoxi-Q
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By Barry Meadow 
 
   It always amuses me to hear the televised talking heads 
chat about an upcoming race. 
   άLΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ пΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ƻƴŜΦ 
   άL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ нΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ άōǳǘ ǘƘŜ с ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 
   άIƻǿ ŀōout a 3-4-т ŜȄŀŎǘŀ ōƻȄΚέ ŀǎƪǎ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘΦ 
   But without a word about price, who cares what anybody 
likes?   
   Take the first guy.  Maybe he thinks the 4 is a good bet at 
3-1, but a not-so-good bet at 2-мΦ  hǊ ƳŀȅōŜ ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ 
given it any thought. 
   Because rarely do I hear this:  άDƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŘŘǎ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ 
ƘƻǊǎŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΚέ 
   .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƳŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ όƴƻōƻŘȅ 
offers any value).  Or key your second choice.  Or throw 
ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƭǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜΩǎ ǿŀȅ 
overbet.  Or play the daily double only.  Or use your 
opinion to create a promising trifecta. 
   Handicapping is certainly part of the pari-mutuel battle.  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘŜǊǎ 
and who can be thrown out, you have just about no 
ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴΦ  !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǌŀƴƪ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ 
reasonably accurate order, understanding that your top 
pick in one race is a solid play at 6-5 while your top pick in 
another race would be a horrible underlay at that price, 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ Ŏhance, either. 
   In recent years, the public has shifted from win-place 
betting to playing exotics.  At many tracks, handle on the 
exotics is double that of w-p-ǎΦ  .ǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎƪ пΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
10-cent superfectas and carryovers and all the rest, many 
plŀȅŜǊǎ ƎƛǾŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
using offer any value.  If a horse is 3-1 in the win pool, but 
you think he should be 5-мΣ ƘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƻǾŜǊōŜǘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
pools.  And when you combine overbet horses with 
increased takeouts with too Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƻƻƭǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know what the payoffs are going to be--with the talking 
heads encouraging you to bet, bet, bet--the overall picture 
is not very pretty. 
   Wrong question: "Who's going to win this race?"  
Instead, ask this: "Is there something in this race that I see 
differently from the public, some value here?" 
   If I had to pick one word to describe what winning 
players look for, it's discrepancy.  
   When reviewing the board, ask of each horse whether 
his odds are about right, too high, or too low.  If the odds 
are about right for everyone, you have no bet.  If 
someone's odds are too high, you might have a play.  If too 
low, you might have a bet-against. 
   I say "might" because the degree of discrepancy counts.  
For instance, if a horse is 8-5 and you think he should be 9-

рΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǇŀƴŎȅ ǘƻ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀ 
play against him. 
   And if you do find a discrepancy, ask why your view of 
the race is more accurate than the public's. 
   Generally, the more obvious a piece of information is, 
the more it will be utilized by the public.  Anyone can see 
the Beyers, the jockey's name, the trainer's identity.  A 
horse with a bunch of 1's at the quarter is probably going 
to shoot for the lead.  A horse who's been 40-1 or higher in 
his last six races in this class and hasn't finished better than 
fifth is probably not going to wake up today.  Obvious class 
drops, horse-for-course records, and first-time Lasix are all 
there for everyone to see. 
 

 
 
   Because the public likes the obvious, this is the place to 
start.  Are those recent high Beyers misleading (the horse 
received two straight perfect trips) or flat-out wrong (your 
own figures show something different)?  Is the horse going 
from an easy $12,500 claimer to a much tougher $10,000 
field (it happens)?  Does a giant trainer change supersede 
other factors?  Access to proprietary workout or pedigree 
information can help.  So can an understanding of track 
biases and body language.  
   Understanding why the fans are making a certain horse a 
particular price is a crucial part of making money at the 
track.  For instance, a horse dropping from $50,000 to 
$8,000 is sure to attract action--but is the horse being 
dropped into a more realistic spot, or is he so sore he can 
barely make the course?  A horse with a top jockey will get 
bet, but maybe his agent is simply doing a favor for the 
trainer on a no-shot entrant.  Or the horse shows two 
straight bullet workouts, but your reports explain that the 
horse was all out in both works and is unlikely to run much 
ŦŀǎǘŜǊΦ  hǊ ƘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘǿƻ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǇŜǊŦŜct trips and 
ǘƻŘŀȅ ƘŜΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǿƛŘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅΦ 
   In many races, your edge is nonexistent--the crowd 
makes your top three choices 1-2-3, in order.  In other 
races, you have no particular opinion due to a lack of 

(continued on next page) 

http://www.paulickreport.com/horseplayers-category/
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information (six first-time starters, four massive class 
droppers, or five layoff horses), or the confusion of too 
many conflicting factors.  You can't be betting these races 
and expect to profit long-term. 
   ¢Ƙŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƻǘƛŎǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǊŀŎŜs 
where you either see the race the same as the public, or 
you have little opinion at all, why play the pick 3?  Just 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ōŜǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ Ƙƛǘ ƛǘΚ  ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ϷнллΣллл ǇƛŎƪ сΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 
hitting an exotic beǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊǳƴΦ  LŦ 
you go five deep in all four legs of a 50-cent pick 4, you will 
ƻƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ Ƙƛǘ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
recoup your $312.50 ticket cost because the average 
ǇŀȅƻŦŦǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴȅ Ƴƻney. 
   If you want to win, you'll need an edge.  That means you 
Ŏŀƴϥǘ Ǝƻ ϦŀƭƭϦ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŀŎŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
odds are 7-5, 2-1, and 5-2 in a daily double.  You can't use 
seven horses in a pick 3 leg if none of them are higher than 
9-1.   
   Winning is about handicapping, and then about 
shopping.  If you have no handicapping edge, the take is 
hard to beat.  If you don't shop for advantageous prices, 
the take is also hard to beat. 
   Who do you like?  I don't care.   
   Who offers value?  Now I'm listening.  
  
About the author - Barry Meadow is the author of Money 
Secrets at the Racetrack.  For seven years, he published the 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ aŜŀŘƻǿΩǎ wŀŎƛƴƎ aƻƴǘƘƭȅΦ  Lƴ нлмпΣ ƘŜ ǿƻƴ 
the first-ever Ron Rippey Award for handicapping media.  
His newly revised website, trpublishing.com, features a 
number of free handicapping articles.  
 

 
 
Thanks to Deb Martin for the graphic.  Deb has an online 
shop with prints and other gifts here. 
 
 

 
 
By Dana Byerly 
 
This piece was originally published on helloracefans.com 
 
   Aǎ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
teams and going to see our friends, family and neighbors 
compete in local or school leagues. Every media outlet 
imaginable is inundated with sports coverage. But when it 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƴƛŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ in your best interest to 
άǳƴƭŜŀǊƴέ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ άǎǇƻǊǘǎ Ŧŀƴ 
ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅΦέ 
   ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ Ŧŀƴ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅΚ LǘΩǎ άǳǎ ǾǎΦ ǘƘŜƳΣέ άǘƘŀǘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ ōƭƻǿǎΣέ άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǌƻƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǘŜŀƳέ ŀƴŘ άL ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ ƭƻǎŜǎΦέ ²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻuld you 
unlearn some of these automatic responses to 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 
about sports will make it much easier for you to make bad 
choices. 
   On the 2007 Kentucky Derby trail, both Adam and I were 
big Hard Spun fans (Adam WAY more so than I). This 
prompted both of us to immediately dislike Street Sense, 
/ŀƭǾƛƴ .ƻǊŜƭ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƭ bŀŦȊƎŜǊΦ ²ƘȅΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƻǿ 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳpetition. Mind you, 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ ōǳǘ 
you should be wary when it intersects with your wagering 
decision-making process. For the longest time I disliked 
Borel (his charming bliss-out antics are annoying when he 
rides the horse that beats yours), and admittedly, my 
dislike made it harder for me to factor horses he rode. It 
took the 2009 Derby for me to see the error of my ways, 
not only that he was the rider for the track but also that 
ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƧƻŎƪΣ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ L ǎƘƻuld get over it. 
   Time and time again I hear people say that either they 
ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
άŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
egregious sports fan mentality that a player can indulge in. 
¢ƘŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘƘǊƻǿ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ LΩƳ ŀ ǘƻǳŎƘ 
ǎǳǎŎŜǇǘƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀ 
Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊ bƛŎƪ ½ƛǘƻΦ Lǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƘƻƳŜǾŜǊ ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǾǎΦ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǎǇƻǘǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ƴȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜcause of that 
opinion (and my belief that closers were having a hard 
time on Derby day), I left Ice Box off my Derby day tickets 
ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘΦ 
Since I had both Super Saver and tŀŘŘȅ hΩtǊŀŘƻ in the 
mix, I would have had the exacta ($152.40) AND trifecta 
όϷнΣоотΦплύ ƛŦ LΩŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ice Box. $2,489.80 later I have 
only my stupid point of view to thank for not cashing those 
tickets. 
   hƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ōŜǘ ŀ 
trainer, jock, or horse that you do like, regardless of what 
your handicapping uncovers. The bottom line: Have your 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎΣ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƪŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƭƛƪŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŀ 
personal opinion keep you from correctly factoring a 
horse. 

http://www.trpublishing.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/TrackLaffs
https://twitter.com/superterrific
http://helloracefans.com/handicapping/psychology/the-sports-fan-mentality/
http://helloracefans.com/features/woulda-coulda-shoulda/shop-around/
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By Dan Zucker/Predicteform.com 
 
   The Belmont Stakes is literally one of a kind. Beyond 
being the third leg of horse racing's Triple Crown, it is run 
five weeks after the Kentucky Derby and just three weeks 
following the Preakness. These young horses have to 
withstand the "Test of Champions," traversing Belmont 
Park's one and a half mile oval nick named "Big Sandy." 
Named for good reason, "Big Sandy" took its toll on 12 
prior Triple Crown Contenders since 1978, but none more 
than Real Quiet in 1998 who lost by a nose at the wire 
after drawing off by six lengths mid stretch. 
   Still considered the greatest disappointment in modern 
day racing, this video of Real Quiet getting "nosed" strikes 
the chord that no horse is safe in the Belmont Stakes. 
Ironically enough, it was trainer Bob Baffert, who was 
served a lifetime of upset in one plateful of Big Sandy, that 
now looks to turn the tables 17 years later with American 
Pharoah. 
   Deservedly so, the pundits have compiled a litany of 
intricate reasons why the Triple Crown has become 
daunting. But for just one moment, let's step back from 
the inane and focus on a fixed and measureable input - 
distance. The Belmont Stakes is the longest Grade Stakes 
race for three year-olds in the country at a mile and a half, 
which is just once around Belmont Park. 
   With that, we thought it made sense to look at the sire 
(father), grand sire (grandfather) and the grand dam 
(father of mother) and see how those connections for each 
Belmont runner fared in the same race prior. For this 
exercise we include the dam's name (mother) but 
eliminate any reference to the Belmont since none of 
these dams have ever produced a horse to run in the 
Belmont. 
 
Here are the lineage connections that stand out from the 
sire side: 
 

¶ American Pharoah's grand sire (Empire Maker) 
won the Belmont in 2003. 

 

¶ Materiality's sire (Afleet Alex) won the Belmont in 
2005 

 

¶ Frosted's sire Tapit won last year's Belmont with 
Tonalist. 
 

¶ Keen Ice's grand sire, Curlin ran second in 2007 
ŀƴŘ /ǳǊƭƛƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ tŀƭŀce Malice won the Belmont 
in 2013. 

 
On the dam side, only one runner really stands out: 
 

¶ Frosted's dam sire (Pleasant Colony) has 

produced three Belmont winners and a second 
since 2000. 

 
Conclusion: 
 

¶ Frosted is the only runner with lineage on both 
the sire and dam side with proven distance ability 
at the Belmont Stakes distance of a mile and a 
half. 

 

Horse Grand Sire 
Grand Sire - 
Belmont 
Finish 

Grand Sire - 
Belmont 
Runner 
Top 3 Finish 

American 
Pharoah 

Empire 
Maker 

2003 - 1st Did not run 

Frosted Pulpit Did not run Did not run 

Mubtaahij 
Dubai 
Millennium 

Did not run Did not run 

Materiality 
Northern 
Afleet 

Did not run 
2005 - Alfeet 
Alex (1st) 

Keen Ice Smart Strike Did not run 
2007 - Curlin 
(2nd) 

Frammento 
Unbridled 
Song 

Did not run 
2009 - 
Dunkirk (2nd) 

Madefromlucky Smart Strike Did not run 
2007 - Curlin 
(2nd) 

Tale of Verve 
Tale of the 
Cat 

Did not run Did not run 

 

Horse Sire 
Sire - 
Belmont 
Finish 

Sire - 
Belmont 
Runner 
Top 3 Finish 

American 
Pharoah 

Pioneer of the 
Nile 

Did not run none 

Frosted Tapit Did not run 
2014 - 
Tonalist (1st) 

Mubtaahij Dubawi Did not run none 

Materiality Afleet Alex 2005 - 1st none 

Keen Ice Curlin 2007 - 2nd 
2013 - Palace 
Malice (1st) 

Frammento Midshipman Did not run none 

Madefromlucky 
Lookin At 
Lucky 

Did not run none 

Tale of Verve Tale of Ekati Did not run none 

 
(continued on next page) 

 
 

http://www.predicteform.com/
http://www.predicteform.com/Triple-Crown-Failures-Video-Since-1978
http://www.predicteform.com/Triple-Crown-Failures-Video-Since-1978
http://www.predicteform.com/Triple-Crown-Failures-Video-Since-1978


THE HORSEPLAYER M ONTHLY , BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE HORSEPLAYERS ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA  

 

7 

 

  

Horse Dam Dam Sire 

Dam 
Sire - 

Belmont 
Finish 

Dam 
Sire - 

Belmont 
Runner 
Top 3 
Finish 

American 
Pharoah 

Littleprincessemma 
Yankee 
Gentlemen 

did not 
run 

none 

Frosted Fast Cookie 
Deputy 
Minister 

did not 
run 

2007 - 
Rags to 
Riches 
(1st) 
2007 - 
Curlin 
(2nd) 
2006 - 
Jazil 
(1st) 
2002- 
Sarava 
(1st) 

Mubtaahij Pennegale Pennekamp 
did not 
run 

none 

Materiality Wildwood Flower Langfuhr 
did not 
run 

none 

Keen Ice Medomak 
Awesome 
Again 

did not 
run 

none 

Frammento Ginger Bay 
Golden 
Missle 

did not 
run 

none 

Madefromlucky Home From Oz Pulpit 
did not 
run 

none 

Tale of Verve Verve Unbridled 
did not 
run 

2013 - 
Orb 
(3rd) 

 
 

 
   About the author - Predicteform.com (originally known as 
Equiform) and the sister company to PredictionMachine.com, 
is a Thoroughbred horse racing data and analytics company 
that focuses on how horses are progressing or regressing 
coming into a race. Predicteform.com correctly 
picked Tonalist ($20.40) to win the 2014 Belmont Stakes. 
Read more about how Predicteform.com works here. 
 

 
 

 
 
   Mile dirt races are second to seven furlong races when it comes 
to races that are difficult to speed handicap.  This is mainly to do 
with the distance being used so infrequently.  One has to give 
extra consideration of horses who have shown some success 
running a mile at Belmont, Aqueduct or Gulfstream Park (as this 
is a one turn mile which makes it even more of a rare distance).  
Track bias is another factor to look at when doing specialty 
distances.  So far, at the current Belmont meet, come-from-
behinders with inside posts have had the edge.  Unless a major 
speed bias or outside bias can be detected on Saturday, it would 
be advantageous to at least throw in a closer or two from posts 
one to four. 
 
1. Private Zone- Seems to really like one-turn miles however the 
way Belmont plays to off the pace horses, he might need a speed 
bias to be in the top two. Best of the speed horses.   
2. Bay Of Plenty - Another speed oriented horse who could cause 
Private Zone to throw in the towel early.  He looks inferior to that 
one, and he should only help set the race up for a closer. 
3. Noble Moon -  Appears too slow for this group, but the race 
set up and  if the current track bias comes into play, it could 
allow for him to be a part of tri and super tickets. 
4. Tonalist - The race sets up for him, he has had success at the 
distance, his numbers are good enough.  However, he did bounce 
off his first start last year and his 31 plus day layoff in his case, 
diminishes his value a bit. 
5. Tamarkuz - Has won four mile races in-a-row in Dubai.  He 
doesn't have a good record first race off a layoff and he is in 
danger of possibly have to stalk on the outside of the inside 
speeds, Bayern and Tonalist. 
6. Wicked Strong - Doesn't mind the distance.  He is decent off 
the layoff, working out great, and his numbers are decent 
enough to give him a chance at first or second if he gets the right 
trip. 
7. Bayern - His only start this year was a disaster, and he has an 
inability to pass horses as well.  Will the inside two horse let him 
get a clear lead?  Doubtful.  Looks compromised in this one. 
8. Pants On Fire - His best efforts make him a contender on 
figures.  Eight post may be a negative.  Workouts seem to be 
minimal for a horse off over a month racing against this 
contentious field. 
9. Honor Code - Another horse who likes one-turn miles.  He 
could easily be part of the exotics if he isn't compromised by 
track bias or trip.  Should be picking up horses in the stretch. 
млΦ YƻōŜΩǎ .ŀŎƪ - This is a new distance for him.  Another one 
who needs a few other mid pack horses to not kick in during the 
stretch run.  Looks like a fringe chance at best. 
 
Super Ticket 4.6 with 4.6.8.9 with 1.4.5.6.8.9 with 1.3.4.5.6.8.9 

http://www.derbywars.com/
http://www.predicteform.com/
http://www.predictionmachine.com/
http://www.predicteform.com/2014-Belmont-Stakes-Analysis
http://www.predicteform.com/
http://bet.horseplayersbet.com/
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By Jonathan Stettin 
 
This article originally appeared on Pastthewire.com 
 
   We have all heard the talk about the need for 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
current status of the game we love, let alone have it grow. 
You would be hard pressed to find anyone in the game, at 
any level who would not agree on the transparency issue. 
All of us agreeing on anything is a rarity, and that should 
speak loud and clear on the importance of this issue. 
   The game has made some great strides in this area, most 
recently making first time gelding information readily 
avaƛƭŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƴƻǾƛŎŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΦ Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ 
technology we have access to an abundance of 
handicapping information. Information overload some will 
say but in reality, the more information you have the 
better. The challenge for the serious player is to learn what 
it all means, and to decide what is important to them. 
Mastering this is a crucial element of gaining an edge in 
pari-mutuel wagering. Does anyone who plays this game, 
or any game for keeps, really want to invest money 
without having all the information available to them? 
Better yet would any player want to risk their money when 
information is deliberately withheld? 
   Shortly after the running of The 141st Kentucky Derby, 
noise started trickling out that second choice, not that the 
odds of the horse really matter, Dortmund, had a slight 
bout with colic in the days leading up to the race. The 
information was sketchy at best, but it did not take long 
for trainer Bob Baffert to be asked about it, and 
acknowledge it had occurred. He apparently stated the 
horse was acting colicky, was observed for maybe five or 
six hours, and found to be fine to race. I believe that and 
have no issue with how Bob Baffert handled the situation 
at all. How forthcoming a trainer wants to be with 
information is their chƻƛŎŜ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
required by the rules. Taking it a step further, if Bob 
Baffert believed it was completely a non-issue, as he likely 
ŘƛŘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƘŜΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƛǘΦ 
   Whether this colicky episode affected Dortmund ǿŜΩƭƭ 
never know. We do know Dortmund set leisurely fractions 
on the front end and did not have his customary fight 
when challenged in the stretch. Of course there can be 
many reasons for this, the colic merely one of them. 
Nonetheless, if you are betting your money, and possibly a 
ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΚ 
   In the days leading up to The Kentucky Derby, the horses 
are watched and scrutinized closer than a Dallas Cowboy 
Cheerleader with a wardrobe malfunction. Almost 
everything is watched. Every cough, every hiccup. Some of 
the reports are ridiculous. You could read last year 
whether California Chrome looked right first, or left first, 

following his morning bath. With this kind of monitoring 
and access there was not one single media report I saw or 
heard about addressing Dortmund and the colic issue. I 
would have liked to know and made my own mind up as to 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ 
from at least some of the media covering the race? Is it 
really possible not one single reporter knew about this? Or 
did any who knew decide it was even less trivial than the 
direction California Chrome looked following a bath? I 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ōǳǘ L Řƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪǎƛŘŜ 
spreads and it is way more likely if one person knew that 
many knew. Maybe it was collectively decided not to 
report it. You would think the Blood-Horse and Daily 
Racing Form reporters would want to make mention of it. 
Nothing. Crickets. 
   Steve Byk reported the incident on his show but it was 
after the fact. He raised some valid points about too much 
information, and that some may not know what to do with 
ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƴƻǘ ƘƛǎΦ DŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƪƴƻǿƴΦ [Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦ 
   We need transparency. We need cooperation, and 
responsible thorough reporting. We need to remember 
the bettor counts and should have every edge this age of 
information and technology avails. The bettor does not 
need to know which way a horse looked following their 
bath. They do need to know a horse may have had a colic 
episode before the biggest race in the world. 
   !ƴȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƪƴŜǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ 
ƛǘΣ LΩŘ ǎŀȅ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
players down. 
 

 
 
   The following racetracks are racing in June which have 
some decent lower takeout bets that you might want to 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘΧΧΧΦΦ 
 

¶ Canterbury Park ς Pick 3 and Pick 4 takeout is set at 
14% 

¶ Belmont ς The Pick 5 (15% takeout) generates big 
pools 

¶ Northlands Park ς Industry low 10% Pick 5 takeout; 
smaller pools, but on carryover days they grow 

¶ Monmouth ς 15% takeout Pick 5. The bet has been 
around for some time at the Shore, and continues to 
generate big pools  

¶ Santa Anita ς the 14% Players Pick 4 offers big pools 
at lower takeout 

 
BEWARE ς All Churchill Downs exotics are at 22%, 
²ƻƻŘōƛƴŜΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǇƛŎƪ р ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ŀǘ нр҈  
 
   For a full list, as always, consult the Horseplayers 
Association sortable track stats page right here.  
 

https://twitter.com/jonathanstettin
http://www.pastthewire.com/
http://www.horseplayersassociation.org/2015Sortable.html
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 By Neal Benoit 
 
This interview with trainer Ian Wilkes ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ƻƴ bŜŀƭΩǎ 
website gettingoutofthegate.com, and it is reprinted with 
his permission. 
 
   I recently sat down with Ian Wilkes, the trainer of 2012 
.ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ /ǳǇ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ CƻǊǘ [ŀǊƴŜŘΦ Lŀƴ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
άCƻǊǘ [ŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻƻƪ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ LΩŘ ŘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎΦέ .ǳǘ 
to get to those places, Ian Wilkes had to learn from some 
mistakes first. And during the course of our conversation, I 
discovered that Ian is very willing to share his mistakes and 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ IŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǊŜ 
never too proud to say that you screwed up. Successful 
people always make mistakes in life and learn from them. 
Wǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƻƴŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ 
   Ian grew up in Australia and at an early age he left school 
to become a strapper, which is like a horse groom in 
America, but with more responsibility. Ian ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΣ άaȅ 
first day on the job I was leading two horses across a six-
lane highway down to the racetrack. In Australia you do 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
exercise riders, grooms, hotwalkers, etc. I think you get 
more horsemanship when you have to clean the stall, wash 
ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΣ ǊƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ Χ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΦέ 
   There was only one problem at this point for Ian ς he only 
knew how to ride a horse to a trot. So, when he found out 
that a job working for Colin Hayes in South Australia 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ Lŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ǳǊŜΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǊƛŘŜΦέ IŜ ǿŀǎ 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘΦ ά{ƻ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ ƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
/ŀƴǘŜǊōǳǊȅ wƛŘƎŜ Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ 
ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƻƭŘΣ ōǳǘ L ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ Χ L ƎŀƭƭƻǇŜd him. And I thought, 
ǎŜŜ L Ŏŀƴ ǊƛŘŜΣ LΩƳ ŦƛƴŜΦέ Lŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǘŜƴŜǘǎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ άL ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
want to do something, then you can do it. You make your 
ƻǿƴ ƭǳŎƪΦέ 
   While working for Colin, Ian met a person that worked for 
Carl Nafzger in America. Through them he contacted Carl in 
November of 1988 and asked him for a job. Ian had to wait 
six months for a Visa and during that time he met his future 
wife Tracey. He told her he was going to America and asked 
her to come along. She agreed and in April 1989 they 
departed for America together. 
   At this same time, a 3-year old horse named Unbridled 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴ /ŀǊƭ bŀŦȊƎŜǊΩǎ ōŀǊƴΦ Lŀƴ ǎŀȅǎΣ άLΩŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ L ŎƻƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎƛƴƎ ¦ƴōǊƛŘƭŜŘ 
in the moǊƴƛƴƎǎΦ IŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ 5ŜǊōȅ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ 
ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƘƛƳΦέ  
   {ƻ ¦ƴōǊƛŘƭŜŘ ǿƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ YŜƴǘǳŎƪȅ 5ŜǊōȅ ŀƴŘ LŀƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ 
bright. Ian continued to gallop Unbridled right up to the 
.ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ /ǳǇ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ǿƻƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀŎŜ Χ LŀƴΣ Tracey, and their first child (Shelby) were 

on a plane heading back to Australia. Their Visas had run 
out. 
   .ǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ Lŀƴ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ Χ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƘŜ 
would do the same back in Australia. Well, not exactly. He 
ǎŀȅǎΣ ά²ƘŜƴ L ǿŜƴǘ ōŀŎƪ ƘƻƳŜΣ L thought I knew 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ LΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀƪŜǎ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ Χ 
ǎƻ LΩŘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΣ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
ǿŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀƪŜΦ L ōǊƻƪŜ ƛƴ рл ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Χ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƻŦŦ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ ²Ƙŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŧŀǎǘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 
trainer look good. Slow horses make you look bad. And I 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ L 
mismanaged my business, and we were broke. We moved 
to Western Australia to live with TraceȅΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ ²Ŝ 
cooked in the fish and chips shop and I dug potatoes and 
ƳƻǿŜŘ ƭŀǿƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǎŎǊŜǿŜŘ ǳǇΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ 
ƎƻƻŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ 
without having doƴŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 
 

 
 
   After two years in Australia, Ian contacted Carl about 
returning to America and working for him again. He credits 
Tracey with this choice, saying, άLŦ ¢ǊŀŎŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ 
ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǎǘŜǇΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
we had two kids at the time. We had no family over here. It 
ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎΦ .ǳǘ ¢ǊŀŎŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ[ŜǘΩǎ 
ƎƻΦΩέ 
   Ian and his family returned to America and he worked for 
Carl for the next 14 years. Ian said that Carl and his wife, 
Wanda were like parents to them. In 2006, Carl turned over 
ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ LŀƴΦ Lŀƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘΣ ά/ŀǊƭ 
decided to take a step back, and he gave me the 
recognition for training the horses. I was very fortunate. 
One thing that makes me proud and it tells what a great 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǊƭ Ǌǳƴǎ Χ ǿƘŜƴ L ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ нллсΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ƭƻǎŜ ŀƴ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ŀ ōŜŀǘΦέ 
   When asked about his approach in dealing with the ups 
and downs of being a head trainer, Ian said the following. 
άLƴ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ƨƻō ƛƴ {ȅŘƴŜȅΣ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ мсΣ L ǿŀǎ 

(continued on next page) 

https://twitter.com/GettingOutGate
http://gettingoutofthegate.com/
http://www.paulickreport.com/horseplayers-category/
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ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ tŀǳƭ {ǳǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘΦ IŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣ Ψ{ƻƴΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƎƛǾŜ 
you some advice. In this business there is more 
unhappiness than happiness. So when you have a little 
ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎ Χ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦΩ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŀȊȅΣ 
ōǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ƛǘΦ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ 
in this business, you want to have some fun. We all want 
ǘƻ ǿƛƴΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛve, but I like to enjoy the people 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ 
   Ian went on to explain that he has a core of good riders 
working for him. Among those is Julian Leparoux, who Ian 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ άǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǊƛŘŜǊΦέ Lŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ 
ά¢ƘŜ ƧƻŎƪŜȅ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΦ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ 
ŀƴȅ ƧƻŎƪŜȅΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǊƛŘŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎΦ 
LǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ 
develop horses. And I want them to enjoy riding for me. I 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪ ŀƭƭ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ Χ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǇǘƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ 
ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ 
   In the paddock, Ian tells jockeys about any strengths or 
weaknesses a horse might have, or he reminds them about 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀōƛǘǎΦ IŜΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΣ 
have looked at replays, worked or ridden the horse in the 
past, etc. And he does not overwhelm them with riding 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŘŘƻŎƪΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άLŦ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƛŜ ǘƘŜƳ 
Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ Χ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΣ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ Χ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŀȅōŜ L 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƎǳȅΦέ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ WǳƭƛŀƴΣ Ƙƛǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
main riders are Brian Hernandez and Chris Landeros. 
   Continuing with the discussion about the roller coaster 
nature of the business, we discussed how Ian handles bad 
ƴŜǿǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άtƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴ ƻǿƴŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƘƻǊǎŜ ŎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ŀƴ ŀƴƪƭŜ ƻǊ ƪƴŜŜΣ ƻǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǎǳǊƎŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ Χ ǘƘƻǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ Ŧǳƴ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ LΩǾŜ 
got great owners and they handle it well. But when a horse 
ƎŜǘǎ ƘǳǊǘ ōŀŘƭȅ Χ ǿŜƭƭΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ƎŜǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ 
you need to quit. Listen, even the slowest horse in this 
ōŀǊƴ Χ ƘŜ ǘǊƛŜǎ ƘŀǊŘΦ IŜΩǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƳŜ in business, the 
exercise riders in business, everyone in business. All of 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀ ǊƻƻŦ 
ƻǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘǎΦ LŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƻǊ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ŦŜŜƭ ōŀŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
   Now ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎ ƘƻǊǎŜέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ Lŀƴ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƘŜΩŘ 
ŘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ Lŀƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ CƻǊǘ [ŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǎΣ ά!ƴ 
amazing horse, a fast horse, high cruising speed, and then 
ƘŜΩŘ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ-eighths pole and take everyone 
out of the game. When he was right, ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǳƴōŜŀǘŀōƭŜΦέ 
   As a 2-year old, Fort Larned had talent, but when he 
broke the track record in the Skip Away Stakes at 
Gulfstream Park, Ian knew he had a nice horse, who just 
happened to be getting better. In his next race he ran a 
άōŀƴƎ ǳǇ ǎŜŎƻƴŘέ to Successful Dan who set a track record 
in the Alysheba Stakes. But then, more learning 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ LŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ Ǌŀƴ ƴŜȄǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ CƻǎǘŜǊ Χ ǿŜƭƭΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ Ǌŀƴ 
ƭŀǎǘΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘǊŀƛƴ ƘƛƳ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŀŎŜΦ Lǘ ǿas a good 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎǳǊǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ 
   After rebounding from his disappointing effort, Fort 
Larned won his next two races, including the Whitney 
Stakes at Saratoga. Now it was decision time for Ian. He 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΣ ά5ƻ ǿŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WƻŎƪŜȅ DƻƭŘ /ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ /ǳǇΣ ƻǊ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ /ǳǇΚέ 
Ian and the owners decided on the latter plan, making a 
ǘƻǳƎƘ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ άL ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƘŀƳƳŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘƛƳ ƻǊ ƘŜΩŘ 
ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭ ǎƭƛŘŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ /ǳǇΦ 
So I decided to back off him a bit. I hated to do it, because 
ƛǘΩǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǊŀŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ WƻŎƪŜȅ DƻƭŘ 
/ǳǇ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǇ ǊŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ /ǳǇΦ IŜ Ǌŀƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ оǊŘ 
and got a lot out of the race, so we were ready then. And 
the rest is history. You know, he had to run the race of his 
ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŜŘŜǊǎΩ /ǳǇ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘΦέ 
   Ian Wilkes has witnessed firsthand the highs and lows of 
ǘƘƛǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ IŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ƭǳŎƪΦ !ƴŘ 
his wife Tracey has been with him every step of the way. 
She still rƛŘŜǎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ Lŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ Χ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƛƴ 
the summers. She takes the winters off from riding. Ian 
ǎŀȅǎΣ ά{ƘŜΩǎ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛǘΦέ 
   Lŀƴ ǎǳƳƳŜŘ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ άIŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L 
love: Horses still learning and getting better and better 
every race. Training horses is fascinating and I love to get 
new people involved in the game. Especially when you 
ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪǎƛŘŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
goes on behind that fence. These horses are better taken 
care of than a lot of people. All of the publicity we get is the 
bad ones. If we spent the money and time on the positive 
ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ 
ǿŜΩŘ ōŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ hǳǊ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀ ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŎƘŜŀǘǎΣ 
drugƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ Χ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƭŀƛŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜƳΦ .ǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŀǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦέ 
   Thank you Ian Wilkes ς for your candor, sincerity, and 
sharing your story with us. We hope it helps people obtain 
a truer outlook on trainers involved in the sport of horse 
racing. 
 
About the author-Neal Benoit grew up and still resides in 
the Saratoga area and became a fan of horse racing during 
in 1977 when watching Affirmed and Alydar square off as 
two-year-olds.   
   bŜŀƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀ άǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƎŀƳōƭŜǊΦέ  
IŜ ǎŀȅǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ 
άƎŀƳōƭŜǊΦέ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎŀǎƛƴƻǎΣ LΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ƭƻǘǘŜǊȅ 
ǘƛŎƪŜǘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƻƴŘ ƻŦ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ  LΩƳ ŀ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ 
horse racinƎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜǇƭŀȅŜǊΦ  I see each race as a 
riddle.  And for me, the thrill is in solving it. 
   άCƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 
sport than the wagering opportunities.  A byproduct of 
being a horseplayer is the opportunity to witness majestic 
animals and amazing people putting on one of the greatest 
shows on earth.  I have the utmost respect for the hard 
working people involved in the daily grind of this business.  
Their hard work enables people like me to thoroughly enjoy 
my timŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜǘǊŀŎƪΦέ 
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By Dan Zucker/Predicteform.com 
 
   American Pharoah (4/5) is the deserving favorite heading 
into the Belmont Stakes after winning the first two legs of 
the Triple Crown. The Kentucky Derby and Preakness 
winner is racing against history looking to become the first 
Triple Crown winner in 37 years. 
 

 
 
   Frosted (5/1) and Materiality (8/1) are the two most 
likely horses bettors will back to upset American Pharoah, 
but could a horse he has already beat twice surprise? 
   Madefromlucky lost to American Pharoah in the Rebel 
Stakes and Arkansas Derby by a combined 15 lengths (read 
tǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŦƻǊƳΩǎ Arkansas Derby Analysis). Taking a page 
ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ .ŜƭƳƻƴǘ {ǘŀƪŜǎ ǿƛƴƴŜǊΣ ¢ƻƴŀƭƛǎǘΣ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊ 
Todd A. Pletcher opted not to race Madefromlucky in the 
Kentucky Derby or Preakness Stakes. You can read 
tǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŦƻǊƳΩǎ 2014 Belmont Stakes Analysis which 
accurately predicted Tonalist to upset California Chrome. 
   Instead, Madefromlucky ran in the Peter Pan and won, 
just like Tonalist did prior to his Belmont Stakes win last 
year. As seen from the chart below, Madefromlucky has 
similar Final and Four Furlong figures to Tonalist entering 
the last leg of the Triple Crown (about two points off for 
each). Furthermore, both horses were coming off positive 
Form Cycle Patterns, Tonalist and his NPT (New Pace Top), 
while Madefromlucky is currently sitting on a SOFT Pattern 
(with a previous NPT). 
   Madefromlucky is positioned as a Breakout candidate in 
our Value Plays. A breakout runner is a horse that is 
expected to improve significantly from previous races 
based on pace and form. These are generally undervalued 
horses. Madefromlucky is currently the sixth betting 
favorite at 20/1.  
   All of the horse racing world is focused on American 
tƘŀǊƻŀƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ 
surprised if history repeats itself.  
 

 

 
 
By Dean Towers, originally published in the TDN 
 
   bƻ 9ŀǎȅ aƻƴŜȅΣ ! DŀƳōƭŜǊǎΩ 5ƛŀǊȅ, written by UK 
horseplayer Dave Nevison is a dandy read.  For those of us 
here in the New World it provided us with an interesting, 
eye-opening glimpse into the day in and day out 
machinations of a UK horseplayer. The book followed 
5ŀǾŜΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ нллу /ƘŜƭǘŜƴƘŀƳ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ 
through to the last flat race of the year, the St Leger at 
Doncaster, and detailed his day to day bets, his ups, his 
downs, and the method to his madness in trying to beat the 
races.   
   ²Ƙŀǘ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ƳŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘǎ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ 
bet and how he bet. In the US, exotic betting is the rage ς 
Rainbow Six anyone ςwhile in the UK, Dave persevered 
through betting win only, taking advantage of good prices, 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ōƻƻƪƳŀƪŜǊǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  IŜΩŘ 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ άǘƛǎǎǳŜέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀ ƭƛst of two or 
three horses he liked for the day, sniffed out through his 
intricate research. Dave was not taking stands on a low 
takeout spread pick 5 at Keeneland for $1,944, hoping to 
shoot for a $10,000 score, he was betting £3,000 or £4,000 
on horses heΩŘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ ¦Y ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ 
presented at that time, allowed him to do so, and it 
allowed him to profit.  
   Dave and other UK punters saw tremendous value in 14 
or 15 or 17 horse fields the BHA was carding. These races 
could have 8-1 favorites, and twelve of the fifteen entries 
were competitive. This created a glorious unpredictability 
that provided value (before even factoring in the lower win 
takeouts).  Why would Dave and others need gimmicks to 
get them to hit the road and bet? They had the greatest 
gambling game in the world in front of them, served like a 
dinner plate of bangers and mash.  UK handle (turnover) 
ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлллΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘ ŀǳƎƘǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ 
Dave boarding trains from meet to meet betting win only, 
was doing fairly well.  
   About six or eight years ago, that all seemed to change.  
The edge that big fields provided customers in the UK ς the 
gambling game they were used to - began to erode.  
 

 
Slide courtesy Jennifer Owen, Aspire Wealth Management 
Pty Ltd. 

(continued on next page) 
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   In 2000, field size for races in Great Britain was over 12 
per race; in 2005, just over 11. In 2013, that number 
plunged to below 9 per race. In the UK there was a push 
for more races, and more races beget fewer bettable ones. 
That big of a drop in field size for a customer base 
conditioned to bet big fields was felt mercilessly in the 
betting pools. Per race handle was crushed; in fact, the 
losses in betting per race in Great Britain are higher than 
anywhere else in the world since 2006. Those like the Dave 
bŜǾƛǎƻƴΩǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ς those used to giving the game a 
real go betting win in the huge fields ς increasingly found 
something else to do.  
 

 
Slide courtesy Jennifer Owen, Aspire Wealth Management 
Pty Ltd. 
 
   I think this is a tale that is not only steeped in Great 
.Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ƭƻǊŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǘŀƭŜ ς sometimes in real time, in 
others cautionary - that can be told to any jurisdiction that 
puts on a horse race.  
On my betting blog this week an American bettor left the 
following comment: 
   ά¢ƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘǊǳƭȅ 
believe the public wants predictable racing.  From a 
betting standpoint, nothing could be farther from the 
truth.  A six horse field is more predictable than a twelve 
horse field of similar horses. The betting public knows this 
and bets the twelve horse field much stronger. A four 
horse field is extremely predictable but very few will bet 
on it, knowing that the effective takeout escalates as field 
size decreases. There are different surfaces, there are 
different distances; which is exactly what the game needs 
ǘƻ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ƎŀƳōƭƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦέ 
   I think he is 100% unequivocally right.  
   LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉhenomenon is seen, nor 
is this only found in horse racing; it, quite frankly, is an 
immutable law of gambling in any game of the pari-mutuel 
variety. Less chaos and more predictable races ς making 
ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ άŜŀǎƛŜǊέ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǎƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ 
here in the US ς does not grow handle. It erodes value, 
and destroys handle. Despite a lot of industry chatter 
before the meet predicting otherwise, last fall at 
Keeneland all-source handle declined 12%; yes, even 
though they made the races easier to handicap.  This 

should not have surprised anyone.  
 

 
Comment posted from customer at Keeneland tailgate 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŀƭƭΩǎ ƳŜŜǘΣ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ϪƳǘōǾƛȄŜƴ ǘǿƛǘǘŜǊ 
 
   Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{Σ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ¦{ ŘƛǊǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƛȊŜǎ ƛƴ 
2014, courtesy of the Horseplayers Association of North 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǎƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǎǘŀǘǎ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ. 
Saratoga: 7.29, Belmont: 7.02, Santa Anita: 7.64, 
Gulfstream:  7.97. 
   Those are some of the biggest and best dirt meets 
ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¦{ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǊŀŎƛƴƎΩǎ 
TV commercial to every day gamblers. If UK handle per 
race was hurt as much as it was going from an average of 
11 per race to 9 per race, what does a 7.4 average field 
size do to US racing on traditional dirt with gamblers of all 
stripes? When you add that the takeout rates are higher 
here in the US, it exacerbates the loss of value even more.  
High takeout, small fields, no chaos, and predictable 
ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻǊ ƴƻ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ 
around that.  
   Because the industry, for various reasons, seems 
unwilling to provide more value to new potential 
customers through lower takeout, it appears something 
should be at least done with field size, and we do hear 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƛȊŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
paid attention to.  However, is a marginal increase the 
industry speaks about anywhere near enough? 
   The Wood Memorial card had a late pick 4 guaranteed at 
$500,000.  Considering the quality of fields in the pick 4 
and the massive eyeballs on a Derby prep one might 
expect customers to blow that guarantee away. But that 
did not happen. Just over $600,000 was bet, and with one 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǘƻ Ǉƻǎǘ L ǎŀǿ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΣ άǿƛƭƭ 
ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜΚέ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƻŘ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǇƛŎƪ 
4 sequence was just too rudimentary to drive handle. The 
fields were fairly short, the favorites obvious. It was, on 
paper, too easy. I donΩǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ 
ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ǇŜǊ ǊŀŎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƛȄ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƛŎƪ пΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
tinkering can get the job done.  
   I believe (and there is some academic study to back this 
up) a field size of well over ten per race is optimal. This 
ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ тΦнр ǘƻ тΦтр ŦƛȄ ƛǘ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǎƛȊŜ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
that.  
   In the US we do see some glimmers of hope. Kentucky 
5ƻǿƴǎΣ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ άǾŀƭǳŜέ ŀƭƎƻǊƛǘƘƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
Horseplayers Association of North America just this past 
week, was ranked the highest value track of 62 North 
American racetracks. Their lower takeout menu, along 
with field size of 10.18 horses per race is much closer to 
the pre-2006 UK ideal than any other track in North 

https://au.linkedin.com/in/jenniferowenjo
http://www.horseplayersassociation.org/2015Sortable.html
http://www.horseplayersassociation.org/2015Sortable.html
http://blog.horseplayersassociation.org/2015/04/for-immediate-release-kentucky-downs.html
http://blog.horseplayersassociation.org/2015/04/for-immediate-release-kentucky-downs.html
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America. Bettors have been responding, and now pump 
over $3,000,000 per card through the windows (this is up 
from below a million a few years ago). Big turf fields at 
Belmont or Keeneland can still get the job done and we 
hear rumblings of circuit racing in Maryland. But in my 
ǾƛŜǿ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜƭ ƘŀƴŘƭŜǎ ǘƻ 
where they need to be.  
   With mandated racedates, slot money, and alphabets 
pulling the sport in a hundred different directions, getting 
field size up to value levels to attract many the sport has 
lost  ς that is, say, half the races on a card of 11 or 12 or 
more horses per race - will not be easy. Figuring out how 
to get to that point if everyone ever does put the oars in 
the water is certainly well above my pay grade. But 
academically, and from a fundamental gambling 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘΦ   
 
   About the author - Dean Towers has been a frequent 
speaker at industry and gambling conferences in both the 
US and Canada. He wrote his university thesis on off-track 
betting and has authored a white paper on exchange 
wagering. 
 

 
 
From the PaceAdvantage.com message board -     
 
   άEven though I put in the time and effort it never seems 
to pay off. I'm either losing, or barely making any money. I 
don't want to quit because it's become a hobby of sorts, 
but I don't want to keep losing either.  
   It seems like the more I research, the more I realize: I 
know nothing when it comes to handicapping. I've read a 
couple books, spent hours researching online and my 
efforts seem to be fruitless...I'm not sure if it has to do 
with my betting strategy, my handicapping --- or both. 
Delaware Park is my home track, and I usually go up there 
Wednesdays. I also bet through TVG: Gulfstream, Golden 
Gate, Santa Anita, etc.  
   I guess what I'm asking for is help, or reassurance that 
this happens to everyone new to the game? I don't expect 
someone to divulge their secretive methods, just point me 
in the right direction. If you're not comfortable with 
leaving a post private message me.  
   ...wow this message sounds really depressing, ha, I 
assure you I'm not depressed---just lost.έ  
 
   To read some of the answers on the thread, please click 
here.  
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Belmont & NBC Continue Partnership 
   Per a report by the DRF, NBC and Belmont Park have 
ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ b./ άŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ 
ǊƛƎƘǘǎέ ǘƻ the Belmont Stakes. 
   The exact length of the contract was not given, but was 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άƭƻƴƎ-ǘŜǊƳ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΦέ 
   For more, please click here.   
 
Proposed Changes to MarylandΩǎ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 
   Maryland Jockey Club vice president and general 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ {ŀƭ {ƛƴŀǘǊŀ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ [ŀǳǊŜƭ tŀǊƪΩǎ 
dates for the rest of the year.  Sinatra wants Laurel to open 
July 3 and race three days a week for the rest of the year 
at Laurel, except during the brief Timonium Fair. 
   "Maryland had that 10-year agreement with Colonial 
Downs in Virginia, but Colonial Downs isn't running," 
Sinatra said of the reasoning for the proposed change. 
"And we also have that Gulfstream Park-type turf course at 
Laurel that we don't ǳǎŜ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊύΦέ 
   For more on this story, please click here. 
 

http://www.paceadvantage.com/
http://www.paceadvantage.com/forum/showthread.php?t=122969
http://www.paceadvantage.com/forum/showthread.php?t=122969

