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Will the Drought End on Saturday?

-

ByLenny Moon

Ly Moty ! FFANYSR agSLi !
once looked like an impossible task was becoming routit
The year before Seattle Slew accomplished the skrae
and only four years earlier Secretariat ended the longest
drought between Triple Crown winners.

Three times in six years the most difficult challenge in
sports had been conquered.

As the decade came to an end it looked like a lock that
the Tripk Crown would be won for a fourth time as
Spectacular Bid swept the Kentucky Derby and Preakne
and headed to Belmont as an odds on favorite.

He would become the first of thirteen horses to fall short
in a bid for racing immortality after Affirmed lasarned
that honor.

On June 6th American Pharoah will enter the starting
gate of the Belmont Stakes as an odds on favorite to en
the now longest drought between Triple Crown winners.
Can he win it?

He surely has the talent to do so but so did mosthef
oF1SNnRa R21 Sy GKFiG KIF @S 7T

[ SGQa G 1S 18l iR 2Y[I &aiS (&K2d
why winning the Triple Crown is truly the hardest thing tc
do in American sports.

1979 SpectaculariB

Spectacular Bid is without question the best horse to w
the first two legs of the Triple Crown then lose the
Belmont.

On the morning of the Belmont Spectacular Bid was
found to have a safety pin lodged in his fobte was
cleared to race and @n at less than 100% should have
won the race.His chance at immortality ended before the
race was halfway over as his jockey, Ronnie Franklin, s¢
him to duel with 85/1 longshot Gallant Bedh the final
quarter-mile Spectacular Bid was spent aBdastal ran by
him to win easily.

Whether it was the bad ride, the safety pin incident or ¢
combination of the two that got him beat we will never
really know.
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1981 Pleasant Colony

Two years after Spectalau Bid came up short Pleasant Colon
entered the Belmont as the odds on favorite to become 112¢h
Triple Crown winnerThere was no safety pin or bad ride or an'
20KSN) SEOdzaS NBLrfttex tfSlaly

1987 Alysheba
It would be six years until another horse completed the

Derby/Preakness double and had a shot at the Triple Crown.
Alysheba was odds on to win the Belmont like the two
aforementioned horses but just as they did he camesupty.
lf K2dzZAK KA& GNIAYySNE Wk Ol ¢
for his defed many believe that the lack ofkix cost Alysheba
the Belmont. Priorto the Belmont Alysheba was three for four
with Lasix and one for ningithout it.

It seemsike the only plausible explanation for his subpar effc
was the lack of the antileeding medication.

1989 Sunday Silence

¢tKS mMopyd t NBIFlySaa 6+ a LISNK
long history.Only anose separated Sunday Silence and Easy
Goer. Sunday Silence won the bob and earned the chance at
Triple Crown in New York.

The Belmont, unlike the first two legs of the Triple Crown,
produced a lopsided victory but it was Easy Goer winning by €&
not Sunday SilenceThere were no excuses for Sunday Silence
who was soundly beaten by his arch rival, who was a Belmont
horse for the course.

1997 Silver Charm

{Af GOSN/ KFENY ¢g2dz R 0 &and NI Ay
American Pharoabh, first attempt at a Triple Crovin.the
Belmont he faced rival Free House as well as hard luck Preak
fourth place finisher Touch Goldt would be the latter who
would spoil the party and get redemption for his unlucky trip i
the Preakness.

Looking back Silver Charm may not have been in the positio
he was had Touch Gold not stumbled badly at the start of the
PreaknessHe spotted the field several lengths at the start and
GKFG gl ayQid oF R Sy 2 dzhkhe iilSn ti@:
stretch and lost all chance.

1998 Real Quiet

For the second consecutive year Bob Baffert brought a
Derby/Preakness winner to Belmonu S £ v dzA SG ¢
horse heading into the 18Triple Crown, that honor went to
Indian Charlie, but heading into the Belmont none of that
mattered.

Real Quiet looked home free in the Belmont as he opened w

(continued on next page)
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appeared to be an insurmountable lead in the stretch bu
the premature move made by jockey Kent Desormeaux
was just enough to get him beat.

His nose loss is the narrowest margin of defeat of any
Triple Crown hopeful and in an ironic twist it was jockey
Gary Stevens who dealt iStevens had lost the Triple
Crown the previous year aboard Silver Charm.

1999 Charismatic

For the third straight year the Triple Crown was on the
line as the once claimer, Chariatit came to Belmont for
Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas.

Lukas, who has always been known for taking shots in
races with horses that seem overmatched, was on the
precipice of training immortality with a horse he had
offered up in a $62,500 claing race earlier in the year.
Without question had Charismatic been in any other bari
KS ¢2dzZ RyQi KI @S 06SSy Ay
but there he stood only 12 furlongs from glory.

Unfortunately this fairy tale did not have a happy endin
Charismatic suffered an injury late in the race while
finishing third and was pulled up shortly after the wire.
Jockey Chris Antley saved his life by quickly dismounting
and holding the injured leg off the ground until medical
personnel arrived.

JULY 3-4TH 2-DAY CONTEST

2002 War Emblem
2 NJ 9YofSY g2dd R 6S .20
Triple Crown although one could easily argue he had ve
little to do with it. War Emblem was privately purchased
after his dominating win in the lllinois Derby and
GNF yAFSNNBR (2 .20 .| FFSN
After front-running wins in the first two legs of the Triple
Crown War Emblem lost all chance in the first few yards
the Belmont. He was a neethe-lead speed horse but he
stumbled badly at the startHe managed to get within a
head of the leader witlnalf a mile to go but faded in the
stretch.

2003 Funny Cide
Bobby Franklewas all the talk leading into the 2003

Triple Crown with the regaligred Empire Maker and the
gritty Peace Rules as a otwo punch. The former looked
like the best chance of a Triple Crown since Spectacular
Bid.

Unfortunately he would haveomething else in common

with the Bid as he suffered a minor injury leading up to tl
Kentucky DerbyThe training he missed cost him just
enough as he was outfinished by Funny Cide.

Funny Cide would follow his Derby win with a romp in
Baltimore. TheNew Yorkbred headed home but waiting
for him was Empire MakeMaybe it was the sloppy track
or maybe it was just Empire Maker was back to his best,
either case Funny Cide was no match in the Belmont
finishing a wetbeaten third.

2004 Smarty Jones

From Philadelphia Park to théggest stage in American
racing; ro one could have predicted a Pennsylvabiad
would win the first two legs of the Triple Crown but Smai
did.

Heading into the Belmont hedked like a mortal lock on
paper. In all honesty he should have won the Belmont al
he would have had he not been tag teamed for most of t
race. First Purge went to the leatthen stopped after the
first halfmile. At that point Rock Hard Ten and Edgtion
tagged in and pestered Smarty for the next half mile.

Just like Real Quiet he opened up entering the stretch
but he too tired late and the New Yorkased Birdstone
ran him down and won by one length.

2008 Big Brown
He won from post position 20 in the Kentucky Derby

then destroyed the field in the PreaknesBig Brown
looked like more of a mortal lock than Srmadones had
four years earlier While | took a shot against Smarty |
g AaSR dzL1go agdanst Big BrgweHe just looked
too good and the competition was weak.

Big Brown, unlike any of the previous failed attempts,
RARY QUG S@Sy Hewag sitdng peifektl® jusid
behind the leaders for the first mile then jockey Kent
Desormeaux pulled him up as the field entered the stretc
After the race the veterinarians could find nothing wrong
with him.

To this day no one knows why Desormeaux pulled him

up.

HaMH LQEE 1 +F@S 1 y2iKSNJ
LQft 1 @S ! y2iKSN 2 yHe todeld
won the Derby and Preaknedssy R KS |t a2 |
. 8fY2yi 080FdaS KS RARYQI
He was scratched the day before the race with a leg
injury and the hopes for the first Triple Crown winrsamce
1978 would have to wait another year.

2014 California Chrome
Last year California Chrome went from-Bedd stakes
winner to Kentucky Derby favoritdt was an improbable
rise to the top but he validad his reputation by winning
the Kentucky Derby and Preakness with eade.looked
like Smarty Jones all over again.
(continued on next page)
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Unlike Smarty, however he had no excuse in the Belmor
'S 2dzad O2dzZ RyQil KIyRES @

2015 American Paroah

On paper American Pharoah towers over the
competition just like Big Brown, Smarty Jones and
Spectacular BidCan he win the Belmont and end the
Triple Crown drought? Sa KS OFy o6dzi |

Tad TR S e g i )
Ameiican Pharoah photo byPenelope P. Millet Y’ S NJA
Best Racing

History has shown that there are so many things that c
go wrong in the BelmontFirst he has to get to the
starting gate and without incident in the days leading up
the race. Next, he must break well because even though
KS R2SayQi KIFI@S (2 KIF@S
dirt in his face.He must avoid an early speed dieit at
the same time not allow a long shot to steal the ratéis
jockey must have the patience to wait until just the right
moment to make his move in the late stages of the race.
Finally he must have the stamina to finish strongly in the
final quarterof a mile, which has been the downfall of so
many.

History says American Pharoah is not likely to win the
.Sty2yid a2 K ButBihyouvhead ang @oh
with your heart.

You can certainly root for him to win but from a betting
perspectiveand that is why we are all here, you must be!
against him.He will be odds on, maybe as low as 1/5 bul
his true odds of winning are much higher than that.

This is the ultimate betting opportunity, an overbet
favorite with a lot of money in the wagerimppols.

Beat him and you will be stuffing your pockets with cash
and hey, if he does pull it out you can walk away saying
you witnessed history.

That looks like a wiwin situation to me.

About the author Lenny Moon is the founder of
Equinometry.coma site dedicated to educating
horseplayers of all levels about handicapping, betting an
handicapping contest strategy and about issues within tt
horse racing industry that directly affecoitseplayers such
as takeout rates and lack of transparency by industry
organizations. Lenny has been a serious horseplayer fo
the pastl5years and a serious handicapping contest
player for the past five years.

Notes from the HANA Desk

1 ¢ K S NBandatoly payout (at press time) Saturday
for the Pimlico Rainbow SixWith $244,000 in the
pool (the bulk of it bet orPreakness Day) it represent
the usual value added for horseplayers. Pimlico for
years was a track bent on that raised takeouts (in thi
LIAO1 nQaov lyR gla yz2a4 2
This season, the addition of the 12% pick 5, and a
carryover pal like the rainbow six, has horseplayers
giving them a look.

1 OnTwitter this week,this quote from NYRA CEO Chr
Kayresulted in a meme: "l can't bet as a part of my
O2yGNY OGx o0dzi L @2dzZ Ryd
reader of the Horseplayer Mohty.

1 2SQ0S 06SSy { NkhyWabdbine | &
Racetrack in Toronto would create a new pick 5 and
charge 25% takeounstead of the defactandustry
standard 15%The only thing we can come up with is
that their Pick 4 takeout is 25% and they wanted
continuity. | guess we should be happy their pick 4
takeout is not 50%.

1 There were over 11,000 signatures (a lot of them
yours) for theNTRAled IRS tax proposal petitianThis
is good work. Their goal was 10,000.

1 Tweet of the weekirom HANA Member Jed Dinkin:
G/ 2yaidlyidte otlYAy3a 220
mechanism for making losing bets. Often, we're just
LX FAY 6NRy3 FyR (KIF{Ua

1 Andy Beyer, in a video published on YouTuylet his
thoughts be known about Jackpot bets (hat tip to
TimeformUS on twitter) Gulfstream President Ritvo
"But people love the rainbow six!" Beyer: "Some
people love crack cocaine, tbo

1 There are some tracks running that have decent fielt
size and good lower takeout bets for the casual play
(i.e. those who do not gaebates!).The full list of
tracks, with takeout, field size and other notes is

right here.

1 Did you knowyou can sign up for HANA, HANA
Harness, or to the Horseplayer Montldif for free

right here?

1 To everyone for readingand to those who contribute
to these mges each month: Thank you all and good
luck at the windows.
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Handicapping & Shopping

By Barry Meadow

It always amuses me to hear the televised talking head:
chat about an upcoming race.

GLQY 3J2Ay3 6AGK GKS nxXé a

aL tA1S GKS uzZé alea |yz2i
i KSNBEo¢

a1 2 goutladar SEI OGF O02EKEé I a

But without a word about price, who cares what anybod
likes?

Take the first guy. Maybe he thinks the 4 is a good bet
3-1, but a notso-good bet at 2u ® hNJ YI&6$§
given it any thought.

Becausearely do | hear thisa DA @Sy GKS 21
K2NRS 2NJ O2YO0AYylF(GA2Yy S gKII

.S0rdzaS Yl &06S @&2dz aKz2dz Ry
offers any value). Or key your second choice. Or throw
2dzi GKS aSO2yR OK2AOS ¢t i:
overbet. Or play the daily double only. Or use your
opinion to create a promising trifecta.

Handicapping is certainly part of the panutuel battle.
LT @2dz OFyQl FAIdzNBE 2dzi 41|
and who can be thrown out, you have just abouat
OKIyO0S (2 égAyo® 'YR AT &2
reasonably accurate order, understanding that your top
pick in one race is a solid play ab6vhile your top pick in
another race would be a horrible underlay at that price,
@2dz R2y Qi K hadcs, ethezOK 2F |«

In recent years, the public has shifted from wpilace
betting to playing exotics. At many tracks, handle on the
exotics is double that of yp-a @® dzih gAGK b
10-cent superfectas and carryovers and all the rest, many
plk @SNBR 3IAGS fAGGES GK2dAKCL
using offer any value. If a horse i4 & the win pool, but
you think he should be-B 2 KSQ& LINRPOI of
pools. And when you combine overbet horses with
increased takeouts withto I y& LJ22f a @ KS
know what the payoffs are going to bwith the talking
heads encouraging you to bet, bet, béhe overall picture
is not very pretty.

Wrong question: "Who's going to win this race?"
Instead, ask this: "Is there somethingthis race that | see
differently from the public, some value here?"

If I had to pick one word to describe what winning
players look for, it'sliscrepancy

When reviewing the board, ask of each horse whether
his odds are about right, too high, ayd low. If the odds
are about right for everyone, you have no bet. If
someone's odds are too high, you might have a play. Ift
low, you might have a bedgainst.

| say "might" because theéegreeof discrepancy counts.
For instance, if a horse isBand you think he should be 9

pX &2dz R2y Qi
play against him.

And if youdo find a discrepancy, ask why your view of
the race is more accurate than the public's.

Generally, the more obvious a piece of infation is,
the more it will be utilized by the public. Anyone can see
the Beyers, the jockey's name, the trainer's identity. A
horse with a bunch of 1's at the quarter is probably going
to shoot for the lead. A horse who's been#@r higher in
his last six races in this class and hasn't finished better th
fifth is probably not going to wake up today. Obvious cla:
drops, horsefor-course records, and firdtme Lasix are all
there for everyone to see.

KIS Sy2dAaKk

Tips & Picks » Cancellations
Carryovers
Tournament
News and more!

Because the public likes the obvious, this is the place tc
start. Are those recent high Beyarssleading (the horse
received two straight perfect trips) or flatut wrong (your
own figures show something different)? Is the horse goir
from an easy $12,500 claimer to a much tougher $10,00(
field (it happens)? Does a giant trainer change supersed
other factors? Access to proprietary workout or pedigree
information can help. So can an understanding of track
biases and body language.

Understandingvhy the fans are making a certain horse ¢
particular price is a crucial part of making moneyta t
track. For instance, a horse dropping from $50,000 to
$8,000 is sure to attract actiefbut is the horse being
dropped into a more realistic spot, or is he so sore he cat
barely make the course? A horse with a top jockey will g
bet, but maybe his ant is simply doing a favor for the
trainer on a neshot entrant. Or the horse shows two
straight bullet workouts, but your reports explain that the
horse was all out in both works and is unlikely to run muc
Fl ad SN hNJ KSQa OztYipsyaad 2°
G2RIe KSQa tA1Sfe G2 08 7T

In many races, your edge is nonexistethie crowd
makes your top three choices2t3, in order. In other
races, you have no particular opinion due to a lack of

(continued on next page)
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information (six firsttime starters, four massive class
droppers, or five layoff horses), or the confusion of too
many conflicting factors. You can't be betting these race:
and expect to profit longerm.

¢KFd 3288 (22 FT2N) (KS SE?
where you either see the race the same as the public, or
you have little opinion at all, why play the pick 3? Just

0SOFdzaS AdQa GKSNB:Z FyR A-
82dzQf f LINRPoOolofé KAG AdGK :
hitting an exoticbhd R2Say Qil YSIy Y dz

you go five deep in all four legs of a-&ént pick 4, you will
2y | @SN IS KAG AG Y2NB (KI
recoup your $312.50 ticket cost because the average

LI e2FFa 62y Qi 0SS SymyzakK (;

If you want to win, you'll need an edge. That means yo
OFydid 32 bHlLttbh AYy I NIOSo®
odds are %, 21, and 52 in a daily double. You can't use
seven horses in a pick 3 leg if none of them are higher th
9-1.

Winning is about handicapping, and then about
shopping. If you have no handicapping edge, the take is
hard to beat. If you don't shop for advantageous prices,
the take is also hard to beat.

Who do you like? | don't care.

Who offers value? Nowm listening.

About the author Barry Meadows the author of Money
Secrets fithe Racetrack. For seven years, he published 1
ySgat SGGSNI aSFR26Qa wlk OAY:
the firstever Ron Rippey Award for handicapping media.
His newly reised websitetrpublishing.comfeatures a
number of free handicapping articles.

TRACK LOFFS

THE TOP T€N THTNGS AMERICAN PHAROAH WILL DO
HE WINS THE TRIPLE CROWN

A ™
3249000 R K
D U Q- IN FUTUR \oof
10. CHALLENGE OM TO A REMATCH WHIP DESlGNS b
8. SEND A TOMMIE COPPER
BODY SUIT TO ALL HIS RUNNER UPS

(SORRY, OM)
7. GET TAIL EXTENSIONS

5. CONFUSE A
GENERATION OF @
CHILDREN WHO WILL B
ALWAYS SPELL PHARAOH %0,
WITH 'OAH" b

3. BECOME THE NEXT
BUTT NAKED REALITY STAR
IN THE NEW HIT SHOW
"ZIPPIN' WITH THE ZAYATS"

4. HAVE ASHFORD
* == BUILD A PYRMID
m SHAPED STUD BARN

2. PAY FOR A COPY |

Z

TO BE MADE OF HIS
WINNING RACE .
! WITHA .
= TOM DURKIN
!' VOICEOVER
1. TAKE HIS DAD
TO DISNEYLAND!

W th

Thanks to Deb Martin for the graphic. Deb has an online
shop with prints and other giftsere

Be a Smart Fan

By Dana Byerly

This piece was originally publishedlweiloracefans.com

A I Odzf GdzNBxz ¢S t20S aLkR
teams and going to see our friends, family and neighbors
compete in local or school leagues. Every media outlet
imaginable is inundated with sports coverage. But when i
O02yvyS8Sa (2 LI I & Anyalr béKibterdsidoy A !
ddzyt SFNYy¢&¢ &a2YS 2F 6KFG L
YSyGlFfAdGe o¢

2 KIG Aa GKS aLRNIa Fly YS
20KSNJ 0S+HY ot2¢6azé aL ¢2dz
G§SIYéd FTYyR L K2LIS {KSuld¥duK:
unlearn some of these automatic responses to
O2YLISGAGA2YK . SOlFdzAaS GKS |
about sports will make it much easier for you to make bau
choices.

On the 2007 Kentucky Derby trail, both Adam and | wer
bigHard Spurfans (AdanWAY more so than.IThis
prompted both of us to immediately dislik&treet Sensge
/'t @AYy . 2NBt FYyR /NI bl ¥Fi
@ 2 dzQNB & dzLJLJ2 & S R pefitidn. Mir@ §ou,s A |
GKSNBQa y2GKAY3I AYKSNByGft
you should be wary when it intersects with your wagering
decisionmaking process. For the longest time | disliked
Borel (his charming blissut antics are annoying when he
rides he horse that beats yours), and admittedly, my
dislike made it harder for me to factor horses he rode. It
took the 2009 Derby for me to see the error of my ways,
not only that he was the rider for the track but also that
KSQa | 3J22R 22 @dgEtoel%tNA 2 RS

Time and time again | hear people say that either they
g2y Qi LX L& || K2NBRS 2N R2y!
GR2y Qi tA1S GKS O2yySOidaz2
egregious sports fan mentality that a player can indulge ii
¢KSyYy |3l Ay Li2aKRadzt oRS/) (dzA1S
4dzaOSLIiAo6ES G2 Ad vYeaStTo
FlLy 2F GNIAYSNI bAO|l % Ailz2o
SYGSNAyYy3 6K2YSGHSNI KSQa 32
ALISOAFTAO alLRiad ¢Klcdueedfthatdz
opinion (and my belief that closers were having a hard
time on Derby day), | lefte Boxoff my Derby day tickets
SPSy (K2dzaAK Y& KIyYyRAOI LILA
Since | had botlSuper Saveandt I RR& hirtheNJ F
mix, | would havéad the exacta ($152.40) AND trifecta
ObPHXZo0o0T ®n n VlceBax $2,4QFB0 latgr OHavkzR
only my stupid point of view to thank for not cashing thos
tickets.

hy GKS 20KSNJ KFIyRX AdQa ¢
trainer, jock,or horse that yu do like, regardless of what
your handicapping uncovers. The bottom line: Have your
2LIAYA2Yyas 1SSL) @2dzNJ fA]Sa
personal opinion keep you from correctly factoring a
horse.



http://www.trpublishing.com/
https://www.etsy.com/shop/TrackLaffs
https://twitter.com/superterrific
http://helloracefans.com/handicapping/psychology/the-sports-fan-mentality/
http://helloracefans.com/features/woulda-coulda-shoulda/shop-around/
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Belmont Breeding Analysis

By Dan ZuckéPredicteform.com

The Belmont Stakes is literally one of a kind. Beyond
being the third leg of horse racing's Triple Crown, it is run
five weeks after the Kentucky Derby and just three weeks
following the Preakness. These young horses have to
withstand the "Test of Champions," traversing Belmont
Park's one and a half mile oval nick named "Big Sandy."
Named for good reason, "Big Sandy" took its tolll@n
prior Triple Crown Contendessnce 1978, but none more
than Real Quiet in 1998 who lost by a nose at the wire
after drawing off by six lengths mid stretch.

Still considered the greatest disappointment in modern
day racing, thizideoof Real Quiet getting "nosed" strikes
the chord that no horse is safe in the Belmont Stakes.
Ironically enough, it was trainer Bob Baffert, who was
sewved a lifetime of upset in one plateful of Big Sandy, the
now looks to turn the tables 17 years later with American
Pharoah.

Deservedly so, the pundits have compiled a litany of
intricate reasons why the Triple Crown has become
daunting. But for just npe moment, let's step back from
the inane and focus on a fixed and measureable irput
distance. The Belmont Stakes is the longest Grade Stake
race for three yeanlds in the country at a mile and a half,
which is just once around Belmont Park.

With that, we thought it made sense to look at tkiee
(father),grand sireg(grandfather) and thgrand dam
(father of mother) and see how those connections for eac
Belmont runner fared in the same race priorr Buois
exercise we include theagin's namgmother) but
eliminate any reference tohe Belmont since none of
these cams have ever produced a horse to run in the
Belmont.

Here are the lineage conngons that stand out from the
sire side:

1 American Pharoah'grand sire (Empire Maker)
won the Belmonin 2003.

1 Materiality'ssire (Afleet Alexwon the Belmont in
2005

1 Frosted'ssire Tapitwon last year's Belmontith
Tonalist

1 Keen Ice's grandre, Culin ran second in 2007
YR / dzNX AceMdedice &ch the Belmonk
in 2013.

On the é&am side ponly one runner really stands out:

1 Frosted'sddam sire (Pleasant Colonyas

produced three Belmont winners and a second
since 2000.

Conclusion:

1 Frosted is the only runner with lineage on both
the sire and dam side with proven distance ability
at the Betnont Stakes distance of a mile and a

half.

Horse

American
Pharoah

Frosted

Mubtaahij

Materiality

Keen Ice

Frammento

Grand Sire

Empire
Maker
Pulpit

Dubai
Millennium

Northern
Afleet

Grand Sire
Belmont
Finish
2003- 1st

Did not run

Didnot run

Did not run

Smart Strike Did not run

Unbridled
Song

Did not run

Madefromlucky Smart Strike Did not run

Tale of Verve

Horse

American
Pharoah

Frosted

Mubtaahij
Materiality

Keen Ice

Frammento

Tale of the
Cat

Sire

Did not run

Sire-
Belmont
Finish

Pioneer of the

Nile
Tapit

Dubawi
Afleet Alex

Curlin

Did not run

Did not run

Did not run
2005- 1st

2007-2nd

Midshipman Did not run

Lookin At

Madefromlucky Lucky

Tale of Verve Tale of Ekati

Did not run

Did not run

(continued on next page)

Grand Sire
Belmont
Runner

Top 3 Finish

Did not run
Did not run
Did not run

2005- Alfeet
Alex (1st)

2007- Curlin
(2nd)

2009-
Dunkirk (2nd

2007- Curlin
(2nd)

Did not run

Sire-
Belmont
Runner

Top 3 Finish

none
2014-
Tonalist (1st
none

none

2013- Palace
Malice (1st)

none
none

none
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THE HORSEPLAYER MONTHLY , BROUGHT TO YouU BY THE HORSEPLAYERS ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA

Dam
Dam Sire-
Horse Dam Dam Sire | Sire- | Belmont
Belmont Runner
Finish Top 3
Finish
American Littleprincessemm Yankee did not none
Pharoah P Gentlemen run
2007-
Rags to
Riches
(1st)
2007-
. Curlin
Frosted Fast Cookie I\D/I?rf::gr ?L';:] not (2nd)
2006-
Jazil
(1st)
2002
Sarava
(1st)
Mubtaahij Pennegale Pennekam| ?J:l not none
Materiality Wildwood Flower Langfuhr :’jl_lj?] not none
Keen Ice Medomak Awgsome did not none
Again run
Frammento Ginger Bay Gplden did not none
Missle run
. did not
Madefromlucky Home From Oz  Pulpit fun none
did not 2013
Tale of Verve Verve Unbridled Orb
U (@)

JULY 3-4TH 2-DAY CONTEST

About the author Predicteform.conforiginally known as
Equiform) andhe sister company t@redctionMachine.com

is a horoughbredhorse racing data andnalytics company

that focuses on how horses are progressing or regressing

coming into a race. Predicteform.com correctly

pickedTonalist($20.40) to win the 2014 Belmont Stakes.

Read more about how Predicteform.cevorkshere

Handicapping the Met Mile

(HDRSEPLAYERSBET.COM)

Mile dirt races are second tgevenfurlong races when it comes
to races that are difficult to speed handicaphis is mainly talo
with the distance being used so infrequenti@ne has to give
extra consideration of horses who have shown some success
running a mile at Belmont, Aqueduct or Gulfstream Park (as tr
is a one turn mile which makes it even more of a rare distance
Track bias is another factor to look at when doing specialty
distances.So far, at the current Belmont meet, coAfrem-
behinders with inside posts have had the ed@nless a major
speed bias or outside bias can be detected on Saturday, it wol
be advantgeous to at least throw ia closer or two from posts
one to four.

1. Private ZoneSeems to really like oneirn miles however the
way Belmont plays to off the pace horses, he might need a sp
bias to be in the top two. Best of the speed horses.

2. Bay Of Plenty- Another speed oriented horse who could cau:
Private Zone to throw in the towel earlyde looks inferior to that
one, and he should only help set the race up for a closer.

3. Noble Moon- Appears too slow for this group, but the race
set yp and if the current track bias comes into play, it could
allow for him to be a part of tri and super tickets.

4. Tonalist- The race sets up for him, he has had success at th
distance, his numbers are good enougdhtowever, he did bounce
off his first start last year and his 31 plus day layoff in his case
diminishes his value a bit.

5. Tamarkuz Has won four mile races-gsrow in Dubai.He
doesn't have a good record first race off a layoff and he is in
danger of possibly have to stalk on the outside of the inside
speeds, Bayern and Tonalist.

6. Wicked Strong Doesn't mind the distancele is decent off
the layoff, workng out great, and his numbers are decent
enough to give him a chance at first or second if he gets the ri
trip.

7. Bayern His only start thiyearwas a disaster, and he has an
inability to pass horses as wellVill the inside two horse let him
geta clear lead?Doubtful. Looks compromised in this one.

8. Pants On FireHis best efforts make him a contender on
figures. Eight post may be a negativeVorkouts seem to be
minimal for a horse off over a month racing against this
contentious field.

9. Honor Code Another horse who likes oneirn miles. He

could easily be part of the exotics if he isn't compromised by
track bias or trip.Should be picking up horses in the stretch.
Mn d Y2 6-Slesis a.néwllistance for hinother one
who nedals a few other mid packorsesto not kick in during the
stretch run. Looks like a fringe chance at best.

Super Ticket 4.6 with 4.6.8.9 with 1.4.5.6.8.9 with 1.3.4.5.6.8.¢


http://www.derbywars.com/
http://www.predicteform.com/
http://www.predictionmachine.com/
http://www.predicteform.com/2014-Belmont-Stakes-Analysis
http://www.predicteform.com/
http://bet.horseplayersbet.com/

THE HORSEPLAYER MONTHLY , BROUGHT TO YouU BY THE HORSEPLAYERS ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA

To Know or Not to Know

ByJonathan Stettin
This article originally appeared ¢tastthewire.com

We have all heard the talk about the need for
GNJ} yaLl NByOe Ay K2NARS NI O
current status of the game we love, let alone have it grov
You would be hard pressed to find anyone in the game,
any level who would not agree dhe transparency issue.
All of us agreeing on anything is a rarity, and that should
speak loud and clear on the importance of this issue.

The game has made some great strides in this area, m
recently making first time gelding information readily
avah f I 60t S S@GSYy FT2NJI y20A0S 1L
technology we have access to an abundance of
handicapping information. Information overload some wi
say but in reality, the more information you have the
better. The challenge for the serious player idgarn what
it all means, and to decide what is important to them.
Mastering this is a crucial elemeot gaining an edge in
pari-mutuel wagering. Does anyone who plays this game
or any game for keeps, really want to invest money
without having all thenformation available to them?
Better yet would any player want to risk their money whe
information is deliberately withheld?

Shortly after the running of The 141st Kentucky Derby,
noise started trickling out that second choice, not that th
odds of the horse really matter, Dortmund, had a slight
bout with colic in the days leading up to the race. The
information was sketchy at best, but it did not take long
for trainer Bob Baffert to be asked about it, and
acknowledge it had occurred. He apparentlytsththe
horse was acting colicky, was observed for maybe five o
six hours, and found to be fine to race. | believe that and
have no issue with how Bob Baffert handled the situatior
at all. How forthcoming a trainer wants to be with
information is theirce A OS | & f2y3 | a
required by the rules. Taking it a step further, if Bob
Baffert believed it was completely a nissue, as he likely
RARX G(GKSy &adaNBte KSQR Kl @

Whether this colicky episode affected DortmugidS Q f 1
never know. We do know Dortmund set leisurely fractior
on the front end and did not have his customary fight
when challenged in the stretch. Of course there can be
many reasons for this, the colic merely one of them.
Nonetheless, if you are bettingour money, and possibly a
f20 2F Al ¢62dzZ RyQil e&2dz ¢

In the days leading up to The Kentucky Derby, the hor:
are watched and scrutinized closer than a Dallas Cowba
Cheerleader with a wardrobe malfunction. Almost
everything is watched. Ewercough, every hiccup. Some o
the reports are ridiculous. You could read last year
whether California Chrome looked right first, or left first,

following his morning bath. With this kind of monitoring
and access there was not one single media report |@aw
heard about addressing Dortmund and the colic issue. |
would have liked to know and made my own mind up as
gKFEG (G2 R2 gA0GK GKS AYy¥F2N
from at least some of the media covering the race? Is it
really possible not onemsjle reporter knew about this? Or
did any who knew decide it was even less trivial than the
direction California Chrome looked following a bath? |
R2yQl 1y2¢ o0dzi L R2 (y29¢
spreads and it is way more likely if one person knew tha
many knew. Maybe it was collectively decided not to
report it. You would think th&loodHorseand Daily

Racing Formeporters would want to make mention of it.
Nothing. Crickets.

Steve Byk reported the incident on his show but it was
after the fact. Heaised some valid points about too muct
information, and that some may not know what to do wit|
Ao ¢KIdQa NBIFffe GKSANI L
2dzi AF AGQAa (y2eyod [SiG (K

We need transparency. We need cooggon, and
responsible thorough reporting. We need to remember
the bettor counts and should have every edge this age o
information and technology avails. The bettor does not
need to know which way a horse looked following their
bath. They do need to knoehorse may have had a colic
episode before the biggest race in the world.

l'ye NBLE2NISN gK2 (yS
AGZ LQR &F@& RNRLILISR i
players down.

|s There Takeout Value in June?

The followng racetracks are racing in June which have
some decent lower takeout bets that you might want to
KFE@gS | 221 FiXXXod

6 | 6;
KS o

1 Canterbury Parlc Pick 3 and Pick 4 takeout is set at
14%

1 Belmontg The Pick 5 (15% takeout) generates big
pools

1 Northlands Parkg Indudry low 10% Pick 5 takeout;
smaller pools, but on carryover days they grow

T Monmouth ¢ 15% takeout Pick 5. The bet has been
around for some time at the Shore, and continues to
generate big pools

1 Santa Anitag the 14% Players Pick 4 offers big pools
at lower takeout

BEWARIE All Churchill Downs exotics are at 22%,
222RO0AYSQa yS¢ LAOL p Aa

For a full list, as always, consult the Horseplayers
Associatiorsortable trackstats page right here
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lan Wilkes Talks Training

ByNeal Benoit

Thisinterview with trainer lan Wilkes LILJIS I NE R 2
websitegettingoutofthegate.comand it is r@rinted with
his permission.

| recently sat down with lan Wilkes, the trainer of 2012
.NBSRSNEQ /dzLJ / taaArAd Ay
GC2NI [FNYSR (221 YS (G2 L
to get to those places, lan Wilkes had to leaomi some
mistakes first. And during the course of our conversation,
discovered that lan is very willing to share his mistakes a
GKS tSaazya KS fSINYSR I f;
never too proud to say that you screwed up. Successful
people alvays make mistakes in life and learn from them.
Wdza & R2y Qi 1SSLI YI{Ay3d GK:

lan grew up in Australia and at an early age he left schc
to become a strapper, which is like a horse groom in
America, but with more responsibility. I&E LI | Ay S
first day on the job | was leading dahorses across a six
lane highway down to the racetrack. In Australia you do
SOSNRUKAYID LGQA y20 tA1S
exercise riders, grooms, hotwalkers, etc. | think you get
more horsemaship when you have to clean the stall, was
0KS K2NBESZ NARS (GKS K2NHS
2T 0KS K2N&S®E

There was only one problem at this point for kahe only
knew how to ride a horse to a trot. So, when he found ou
that a job workng for Colin Hayes in South Australia
NBIljdzZANBR NARAY3I &a1Aftfax LI
jdza O1t & Lidzi G2 GKS GSado
/' yGSNbdzNE wiAR3IS X |yR (K:
oAl 2F | K2f RZXZ o U Aid | tKo@dhtR
4SS L OFy NARSZI LQY TFAySo:
Fdzy RFYSyidltt GSySta Ay AT
want to do something, then you can do it. You make youi
26y f dzO] ®¢

While working for Colin, lan met a person that watker
Carl Nafzger in America. Through them he contacted Ca
November of 1988 and askéiiim for a job. lan had to wait
sixmonths for a Visa and during that time he met his futu
wife Tracey. He told her he was going to America and as
her to come &ong. She agreed and in April 1989 they
departed for America together.

At this same time, a-8ear old horse named Unbridled
g-& AY [/ INX bl¥T 3ISNDR& o6 NJ
Fo2dzi mHn Y2ydiKaz L 0O2YS K:
inthemadNyAy3ad | SQa 3IF2Ay3A G2
NARAY3I KAY®DE

{2 'YONARE SR gAya (GKS YSy
bright. lan continued to gallop Unbridled right up to the
.NBESRSNEQ /dzLJ /£l aaArAo0 (KL
G KI G NITeaey,¥nd theinfiist child (Shelby) were

on a plane heading back to Australia. Their Visas had rut
out.

.dzii y23G G2 62NNBS LIy KIF
would do the same back in Australia. Well, not exactly. H
aledazr a2 KSy L teostiknev O] K:
SOSNEUKAYID LQR 0SSy | NRdz
a2 LQR 32 06101 FYyR GNIAYy |
gred LGIQA | LASOS 2F OF1S:
2F GKSY &at26SN) iKlIy X L O:
GKIFYy GKSY® 2KFG L RARYyQO |
trainer look good. Slow horses make you look bad. And |
RARY QG 1y26 yeiuKAYy3 | 02dz
mismanaged my business, and we were broke. We move
to Western Australia to live with Tra@eQ & LJ- NB y i
cooked in the fish and chips shop and | dug potatoes anc
Y26SR tlgya G2 YIF1S | fA@.
@2dzOQNB yS@OSNJ 22 LINRdzR {2
322R fSFENYyAy3a SELISNASyOS |
without havingdy S G K I G ®¢

Tips & Picks » Cancellations
Carryovers
Tournament
News and more!

After two years in Australia, lan contacted Carl about
returning to America and working for him again. He credi
Tracey with this choice, sayimgL ¥ ¢ N>} O0Sé& R
001 GKSYy L g2dZ RyQid KI @S
we had two kids at the time. We had no family over here.
gl a 2dzad GKS Geg2 2F dza Iyl
32 0Q¢

lan and his family returned to Ameai@nd he worked for
Carl for the next 14 years. lan said that Carl and his wife,
Wanda were like parents to them. In 2006, Carl turned o\
GKS @lad YlFL22NARGE 2F KAa |
decided to take a step back, and he gave me the
recogntion for training the horses. | was very fortunate.
One thing that makes me proud and it tells what a great
2LISNI GA2Y /NI NYzya X 6KS»
tf2asS +ty 26ySNIIFYR 6S RARY!

When asked about his approach in dealing wiita ups
and downs of being a head trainer, lan said the following
LY Y& TFTANRG 220 Ay {@RySi

(continued on next page)
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G2NJAYy3 F2NI tFdzf { dzii KSNI |
you some advice. In this business there is more
unhappiness than happiness. So when you have a little
KFLILAySaa X YI1S GKS YvYzal
odzi K2g¢g GNHZS GKIG glaz +y
in this business, you want to have some fun. We all wan
G2 6AYyZ S owbutllikefto ei@ thejdpke
g2NJ Ay F2N YSoé

lan went on to explain that he has a core of good riders
working for him. Among those is Julian Leparoux, who l¢
O2yaARSNB I FTNASYR Fa oS¢
G¢eKS 2201 Sal SAardLll, Nldz 208y
Fye 220188 L R2y Qi OF NB
LiQa Y2NB AYLRNIFyG GKIG
develop horses. And | want them to enjoy riding for me.

R2y Qi o6t yilG GKSY (2 Oe3zaA
0S50l dzaS AF (GKS@QNB dzLJi A 3IK
YS>y GKS@BQNB 3I2Ay3 G2 GNEB
NBfFESR YR 62NJAy3 6A0GK

In the paddock, lan tells jockeys about any strengths o
weaknesses a horse might have, or he reminds them ab
GKSANI KIoAGad | SQa O2yTAR
have looked at replays, worked or ridden the horse in the
past, etc. And he does notverwhelm them with riding
AyaidNdHzOGA2ya Ay GKS LI RR2
R2goy 6AGK AyadaNdzOidAizya X
R2y Qi KI@S (GKS NRARIKG TFdz2 P
main riders are Brian Hernandez and Chris Landeros

Continuing with the discussion about the roller coaster
nature of the business, we discussed how lan handles b

ySs6az IyR KS &FARI a4t K2yS
K2NAS OKALIISR Iy lyltS 2N
YE1S F NIG@SE txa (rkNeB Sy 2 T dzy

got great owners and they handle it well. But when a hor
3Sia KdzaNI olFRt& X ¢Stttz A
you need to quit. Listen, even the slowest horse in this

o Ny X KS GNXSa iKkbusidess, the SQ
exercise riders in business, everyone in business. All of

iKSaS K2NaASa I NB Sldz t 2
2OSNJ 2dzNJ KSIFRad® LT ¢S R2Y
FSSt o60FR F2NJ G4KSYZI (GKSy @&
Now2y 2 GKS ao6A3 K2NES:¢

RNBIFYSR 2F 32Ay3d LIy RSa
amazing horse, a fast horse, high cruising speed then
KSQR | O0St S-aghthspolelarid talieke@erydna
out of the game. When he was riglt,S &6 & dzy o
As a 2year old, Fort Larned had talent, but when he
broke the track record in the Skip Away Stakes at
Gulfstream Park, lan knew he had a nice horse, who jus
happened to be getting better. In his next race he ran a
Gol y3a dzlb Su®essuf Bad who set a track reco
in the Alysheba Stakes. But then, more learning
SELISNASYOSa FT2NILEYyZI K2
{GSLKSYy Cc2a0GSNI X ¢Stttz L
flradeo L RARY QO (NI A ¥sakgdod

10

f SINYyAYy3 OdzNBBS (GKSNB D

After rebounding from his disappointing effort, Fort
Larned won his next two races, including the Whitney
Stakes at Saratoga. Now it was decision time for lan. He
SELX FAyas a52 ¢S LRAYy(G (2
GKS . NBSRSNEQ / dzLJx 2NJ YI {:
lan and the owners decided on the latter plan, making a
12dzZ3K OK2AOS® aL O2dz Ry Qi
60S 2y (GKS R2gyKAff atARS |
So | decided to back offrhia bit. | hated to do it, because
AGQa adzOK F LINBadAIA2dza NI
[/ dzLJ 'a | LINBLI NI OS F2NJ GK:
and got a lot out of the race, so we were ready then. And
the rest is history. You know, he had to rilve race of his
fAFS (2 6Ay (G(KS . NBSRSNBQ

lan Wilkes has witnessed firsthand the highs and lows ¢
GKAa odzaAySadaae |1 SQa LINBaa:
his wife Tracey has been with him every step of the way.
ShestilkRSa K2NaSa F2NJLIEyYy Ay
the summers. She takes the winters off from riding. lan
alreasz a{KSQa SINYySR Al o¢

Ly adzYYSR dzLJ KA & SELISNA S
love: Horses still learning and getting better and better
every rae. Training horses is fascinating and | love to get
new people involved in the game. Especially when you
ONAY3I GKSY (2 GKS ol Ol aAR!
goes on behind that fence. These horses are better taker
care of than a lot of people. Alf the publicity we get is the
bad ones. If we spent the money and time on the positive
AG2NASE FyR G2 SRdzOFGS GK:
gSQR 06S I 20 Fdz2NIKSNJI |
RAFFSNEBYyli® ¢KS LlzotAO i
dud Ay 3 2dzNJ K2NBASa X 0SSOl
0KSY® . dzi AT GKS& NBIffe

RATFSNByYyG 2dzift221d

KIrags |

Thank you lan Wilkesfor your candor, sincerity, and
sharing your story with us. We hope it helps people obtai
a truer outlook on trainers involved in the sport of horse
racing.

About the authofNeal Benoit grew up and still resides in

the Saratoga area and became a fan of horse racing duri
in 1977 when watching Affirmed and Alydar square off as
two-yearolds.

bSFHt R2SayQi
IS alea 2y KAa oSoa &
G3FYOLSR®BY QG 32 G2 OF y 2
GAO1SGZ YR LQY y2i0L@BNE 1
horseracid | YR L QY | se&endthBaSelds & &
riddle. And for me, the thrill is in solving it.

GC2NJ YSZ GKSNB Aa a2z YdzOk
sport than the wagering opportunitiesA byproduct of
being a horseplayer is the opportunity tatméss majestic
animals and amazing people putting on one of the greate
shows on earthl have the utmost respect for the hard
working people involved in the daily grind of this busines:
Their hard work enables people like me to thoroughly en;j
mytm$ ALISYyd Fd GKS NI O8G NI ¢

O2y&ARSNJ KAY
AlGSz |
an
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From Beaten to Beating?

By Dan ZuckePredicteform.com

American Pharoah (4/5) is the deserving favorite headi
into the Belmont Stakes after winning the first two legs o
the Triple Crown. The Kentucky Derby and Preakness
winner is racing against history looking to become the fir
Triple Crown winner in 37egars.

o,

: e ;:»rf) ) Q
DERBY WARS 3

JULY 3-4TH 2-DAY CONTEST

Frosted (5/1) and Materiality (8/1) are the two most
likely horses bettors will back to upset American Pharoa
but could a horse he has already beat twice surprise?

Madefromluckylost to American Pharoah in the Rebel
Stakes and Arkansas Derby by a combined 15 lengths (i
t NB RA O A&ansadDedyiAnalysiJaking a page
FNRY flad &@SIFENRa .Styz2yi
Todd A. Pletcher opted not to race Madefromlucky in the
Kentucky Derby or Preakness Stakes. Youezzh
t NS RA O 28 ZFBeNi¥nDItakes Analysibich
accurately predicted Tonalist to upset California Chrome

Instead,Madefromlucky ran in the Peter Pan and won,
just likeTonalistdid prior to his Belmont Stakes win last
year. As seen from the chart below, Madefromlucky has
similar Final and Four Bang figures to Tonalist entering
the last leg of the Triple Crown (about two points off for
each). Furthermore, both horses were coming off positiv
Form Cycle Patterns, Tonalist and his N\Ew(Pace Toj
while Madefromlucky is currently sitting onSOFPattern
(with a previous NPT).

Madefromlucky is positioned asBreakoutcandidate in
our Value PlaysA breakout runner is a horse that is
expected to improve significantly from previous races
based on pace and form. These are generally undervalu
horses. Madefromlucky is currently the sixth betting
favorite at 20/1.

All of the horse racing world is focused on American
t KEFNBFK YR KA& Nizy F2NJ @
surprised if history repeats itself.

Runner Days Rest Race Pricr Final Figure Race Prior 4f Figure Pattern

Tonalist 28 s 727 NPT

Madefromlucky 28 75 70.3 SOFT

11

Field Size Has to Go Up & Go Up Big

By Dean Towers, originally published in TN

b2 9l aeég az2ySesz, witeDbyVUst SNB
horseplayer Dave Nevisama dandy read. For those of us
here in the New World it provided us with an interesting,
eyeopening glimpse into the day in and day out
machinations of a UK horseplayer. The book followed
5} SQa& jdzSad FTNRY G(KS wnn
through tothe last flat race of the year, the St Leger at
Doncaster, and detailed his day to day bets, his ups, his
downs, and the method to his madness in trying to beat t
races.

2 KIG adNHzO1 YS Y2ad | o2dz
bet and how he bet. Inhie US, exotic betting is the rage
Rainbow Six anyonawvhile in the UK, Dave persevered
through betting win only, taking advantage of good prices
G§KNRdzZIK SAGKSNI 6221Yl1SNA:
2FGSYy 6NRGS 2F KA A& dstiohtd@ciodz
three horses he liked for the day, sniffed out through his
intricate research. Dave was not taking stands on a low
takeout spread pick 5 at Keeneland for $1,944, hoping to
shoot for a $10,000 score, he was betting £3,000 or £4,0
onhorsesh@R 0SSy F2ff26Ay3Id ¢
presented at that time, allowed him to do so, and it
allowed him to profit.

Dave and other UK punters saw tremendous value in 1.
or 15 or 17 horse fields the BHA was carding. These race
could have 8l favorites and twelve of the fifteen entries
were competitive. This created a glorious unpredictability
that provided value (before even factoring in the lower wi
takeouts). Why would Dave and others need gimmicks t
get them to hit the road and bet? They had thecatest
gambling game in the world in front of them, served like &
dinner plate of bangers and mash. UK handle (turnover)
FNRY SINIeé Ay GKS wnnnQa
Dave boarding trains from meet to meet betting win only,
was doing faly well.

About six or eight years ago, that all seemed to change
The edge that big fields provided customers in thecliike
gambling game they were used tbegan to erode.

Starters per Race
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Slide courtesyennifer OwenAspire Wealth Management
Pty Ltd.
(continued on next page)


http://www.predicteform.com/
http://www.derbywars.com/
http://www.predicteform.com/2015-Belmont-Stakes-Pace-Figures-and-Past-Performances
http://www.predicteform.com/2015-Arkansas-Derby-Analysis
http://www.predicteform.com/2014-Belmont-Stakes-Analysis
http://www.predicteform.com/2014-Belmont-Stakes-Analysis
http://www.predicteform.com/2014-Belmont-Stakes-Analysis
http://www.predicteform.com/Pattern-Guide
http://www.predicteform.com/Pattern-Guide
http://www.predicteform.com/Pace-Figures/Belmont_Stakes_Only-06-06-2015-Race11
http://thoroughbreddailynews.com/members/index.cfm
https://au.linkedin.com/in/jenniferowenjo

THE HORSEPLAYER MONTHLY , BROUGHT TO YoU BY THE HORSEPLAYERS ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA

In 2000, field size for races in Great Britain was over 1.
per race; in 2005, just over 11. In 2013, that number
plunged to below 9 per race. In the UK there was a pusk
for more races, and more races beget fewer bettable oni
That big of a drop in fieldze for a customer base
conditioned to bet big fields was felt mercilessly in the
betting pools. Per race handle was crushed; in fact, the
losses in betting per race in Great Britain are higher thar
anywhere else in the world since 2006. Those like theeD
bS@Aaz2yQa ¢ihdse liséd3o giwigghde Game a
real go betting win in the huge fieldsncreasingly found
something else to do.

Activity Levels and Returns to Owners

Mixed Trends in Activity ....and in Amounts Wagered per Race

Change in Races Held: Turnover (GB=Gross Win)

From 2006 to 2013 per Race:
From 2006 to 2013
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| think this is a tale that is not only steeped in Great
NRAGFAY Ay R dzicsddtimesanNgaldimd, it
others cautionary that can be told to any jurisdiction that
puts on a horse race.
On my betting blog this week an American bettor left the
following comment:

G¢KS AyRdzzaiNE LINRPOSSRa
believe the public wants predictable racing. From a
betting standpoint, nothing could be farther from the
truth. A six hese field is more predictable than a twelve
horse field of similar horses. The betting public knows th
and bets the twelve horse field much stronger. A four
horse field is extremely predictable but very few will bet
on it, knowing that the effective talaut escalates as field
size decreases. There are different surfaces, there are
different distances; which is exactly what the game neec
G2 Ft2dz2NAaK & | 3FYofAy3

| think he is 100% unequivocally right.

LGQa y2id 2dzi ( hehohendrkisSseehn,Yor |
is this only found in horse racing; it, quite frankly, is an
immutable law of gambling in any game of the pantuel
variety. Less chaos and more predictable ragesking
0KS 3FrYS aSFaASNE a 6S K
herein the US; does not grow handle. It erodes value,
and destroys handle. Despite a lot of industry chatter
before the meet predicting otherwise, last fall at
Keeneland alsource handle declined 12%; yes, even
though they made the races easier to handicaphis
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should not have surprised anyone.

"We're really excited about the change to
the dirt track...it's going to make it easier
handicap" -Keeneland tailgate )tvg #SMH

Comment posted from customer at Keeneland tailgate
0ST2NB flLad FrettQa YvYSSia:z

Ly 4KS ! {z tSdQa dr1S I 1
2014, courtesy of thélorseplayers Association of North
l YSNAOIFI Q& az2NIllofS adlrida
Saratoga: 7.29, Belmont: 7.0ra Anita: 7.64,
Gulfstream: 7.97.

Those are some of the biggest and best dirt meets
GNF RAGAZ2Yy LT | { NIYXOAyYy3 KI a
TV commercial to every day gamblers. If UK handle per
race was hurt as much as it was going from an ayeict
11 per race to 9 per race, what does a 7.4 average field
size do to US racing on traditional dirt with gamblers of ¢
stripes? When you add that the takeout rates are higher
here in the US, it exacerbates the loss of value even mo
High takeout, small fields, no chaos, and predictable
2dzi02YySa SljdzZt tAGGES 2NJ
around that.

Because the industry, for various reasons, seems
unwilling to provide more value to new potential
customers through lower takeouit appears something
should be at least done with field size, and we do hear
2FGSy GKIFG FASER aal S AyO
paid attention to. However, is a marginal increase the
industry speaks about anywhere near enough?

TheWood Memoral card had a late pick 4 guaranteed ¢
$500,000. Considering the quality of fields in the pick 4
and the massive eyeballs on a Derby prep one might
expect customers to blow that guarantee away. But that
did not happen. Just over $600,000 was bet, andhwite
YAYydziS G2 Ll2ad L alkeég Y2NB
ikKSe S@Sy YSSi (GKS 3dz NIy
4 sequence was just too rudimentary to drive handle. Th
fields were fairly short, the favorites obvious. It was, on
paper,too easy. |dddi F2NJ | YA ydzi$
2N g2 K2NBRSA LISNI NI OS 42
tinkering can get the job done.

| believe (and there is some academic study to back th
up) a field size of well over ten per race is optimal. This
AdyQiidonup G2 ToOTp FAE AG T
that.

In the US we do see some glimmers of hope. Kentucky
52¢gyazr NHzy GKNRdAK | adt f
Horseplayers Association of North America just this past
week,was ranked the highest value track of 62 North
American racetracksTheir lower takeout menu, along
with field size of 10.18 horses per race is much closer to
the pre-2006 UK idal than any other track in North
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America. Bettors have been responding, and now pump
over $3,000,000 per card through the windows (this is uj
from below a million a few years ago). Big turf fields at
Belmont or Keeneland can still get the job done and we
hear rumblings of circuit racing in Maryland. But in my
GASs L R2y Qi GKAYy]l GKIFGQa
where they need to be.

With mandated racedates, slot money, and alphabets
pulling the sport in a hundred different directions, getting
field 9ze up to value levels to attract many the sport has
lost ¢ that is, say, half the races on a card of 11 or 12 or
more horses per racewill not be easy. Figuring out how
to get to that point if everyone ever does put the oars in
the water is certainly wll above my pay grade. But
academically, and from a fundamental gambling
LISNRELISOGAGSE L GKAYy]l AGQA

About the author Dean Towers has been a frequent
speaker at industry and gambling conferences in both th
US and Canad#ie wrote his university thesis on-trifick
betting and has authored a white paper on exchange
wagering.

An Interesting Read...

From thePaceAdvantage.comessage board

0Even though | put in the time and effort it never seem:
to pay off. I'm either losing, or barely making any money
don't want to quit because it's become a hobby of sorts,
but | don't want to keep losing either.

It seems like the more | research, there | realize: |
know nothing when it comes to handicapping. I've read ¢
couple books, spent hours researching online and my
efforts seem to be fruitless...I'm not sure if it has to do
with my betting strategy, my handicappirg or both.
Delaware Parks my home track, and | usually go up thert
Wednesdays. | also bet through TVG: Gulfstream, Golde
Gate, Santa Anita, etc.

I guess what I'm asking for is help, or reassurance that
this happens to everyone new to the game? | don't expe
someone to divige their secretive methods, just point me
in the right direction. If you're not comfortable with
leaving a post private message me.

...wow this message sounds really depressing, ha, |
assure you I'm not depressegust loste

To read some of thanswers on the threadalease click
here.
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Some Quick Hits

Belmont Day Wagering Menu

Belmont & NBC Continue Partnership

Per a report by the DRF, NBC and Belmont Park have
SEGSYRSR GKSANI O2ydNY OG 3
NA 3 K thé Belmdn2 Stakes.

The exact length of the contract was not given, but was
RSAONA O SR SNaY I NSNSy i d¢

For more, please clidkere.

Proposed Changes tdarylandQa { OK S Rdzf S

Maryland dckey Club vice president and general
YEYF3ISNI {Ff {AylFrdN} g2dz R
dates for the rest of the year. Sinatra wants Laurel to og
July 3 and race three days a week for the rest of the yea
at Laurel, except during the brief Timomurair.

"Maryland had that 16/ear agreement with Colonial
Downs in Virginia, but Colonial Downs isn't running,"
Sinatra saif the reasoning for the proposed change
"And we also have that Gulfstream Payle turf course at
Laurel thatwedontiza S 6 Ay (GKS &LINAYy

For more on this story, please clickre.


http://www.paceadvantage.com/
http://www.paceadvantage.com/forum/showthread.php?t=122969
http://www.paceadvantage.com/forum/showthread.php?t=122969

